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herein molt part of the \pirits 


| For we know, that if thjs Earthly H ouſe of our Ta- 
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Leading unto 
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Or 


A Giimple of the Glorie,Fxcel/en- 
Cic ang Eternity of HEAVEN, 


various Operations 1n his Enlighe- 
cning,Convincing,Converiing, 
Guiding, Leading, Streng:hening, 
Comtortings ;, Seatings arc 
{hewed, 
As He aſſures Salvation leading ,, 
unto GLORY. K 
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bernacle be diſſolved, we bavca Building given of 
God. 4 Houſe not made with hands, Eternal i 
the Heavens, | | 
1n this thereſore we figh, &c_ 


py _— 


© he 3.7 decent 


Londen, Frint:d by B. Alſop,and arc to be ſold athis 
nonſe in Grubſtrect,near the upper Punp.1651. 
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I have perufed this Book, intituled Grace 
leaatny unto Glory, or a Glimpſe of the Glory, 
Exceicncy ard Eternity of Heaves; being a 
_ Coiletion of mary heavenly anc comtort- 
_ able Truths, which by Gods bleſhng , in 
- hope that it might do muci: good, and in- 
courage many in_their heavenly journey. I 
—_ therefore allowed thereof to be Prin- 
ted, 


FJ mprimatar, 


Otadiah Sedgw:ch, 
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The Right Honourable 

Noble _ Vertuous Lady, 

Moſt Worthy of * 


HONOYV R, 


ELIZABETH, 


Counters and Dowagrer 
of EXCETER 
is oy 


Right Honoaratle, 


RACE, asI conceive 
it (under Correction) 
2 15 nothing elſe bur a 
- TICS Compound of GLO- 
20" KY, and GLORY-1 


A; Satit- 
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Sanification, whileſt the foul re- 
celving out of Chriſts tullneſſe 
Grace for Grace, 1s transformed 
into the fame Image trom Glory 
to Glory ( one degree of Sanfifi- 


Cation to another, ) until ar length © 
{ like fire mounting upwards 


1rs preper Orb ) the higher and pn- 
rer it grows, partaking of the Di- 
vine Nature, ſpreading it ſelf , per- 
famed with 'Myrrhe and Frankin- 
cenſe, and all the ſpices of the Mer- 
chant, ir vent 1t ſelf forthin all the 
Divine Vertues of Him who hath 
called it out of Darknefle unto his 
marvellous Light. 


Now God out his Infinite rich 
Goodnefle and Mercy baving con- 
ferred upon your Honour all the 
rare endowments borh of Grace and 
Nature, with a rich and plentifull 
Eſtate, 'and which is more. then all. 
2 large Heart to uſe it well for the 


Glory of God, your own Com- 
fort 
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fort, and the Miſcries and Neceſh- 


”; ties of others, whereby. you have 
2; Purchaſed your felt chat High Ho- 
'Z nour, to be a Mirrour to all the 
!7 Grear Ladies of this Age, of unpa- 
3 ralelld Worth, thining corth 1n 
# Relizion and Piecie, ro che admira- 


£0n of ail, 


1 therefore being taken in this 
number, have adscomured cc preſent "t 
uno your Honour, this thort « 
courſe and pichuc, of Gar» » [og ite 
4nto Glory, that it might gpivow' 
yet a further inſizht into things it 
vitible, Comfort you cow w your 
Tourney homeweards, Monat you 
one Step higher upon Lacoz's Lad 
der, to view your Heavenly Conn- 
trey, tohave a Glimyſe of thar In- 
faire Glory provided for you, for 
which the great Bodie of inrs ſo 
fizh and groan dayly, and which 
in Gods good time you ſhall en- 
joy Eternally tor ever, when your 
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Corruptible ſhall pur on Incor- 
ruption, and your Mortal Immor- © 
cality, to be ſwallowed up of Life, 
which 1s, and ſhall be ever the 
Wiſh, Prayer , and Deſire of 


Tour Homours 


bumble Servant 


to Command . 
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1 eng gig tbig'g 
Chriſtian Reader, 


thoughts and;meditations, 
nor of our diſcourſe and 
writings, more tweet and 
, E L comiortable unto thoſe 
| who by a lively faith are intereſled in them, 


# 


! chenthe cternall joies and happineſle of thac 
| heavenly Kingdome which God, in his 
'} Iich mercy through and for the merits and 
' 3} mediation ofhis dear Son, and our a- 
| lone . Saviour , the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath 
! prepared for his ele& and fairntull fon: 
{ and fervams: for what can be more 
| pleafing and full of raviſhing joy un- 
' TO Us, 1n the ſea of this milerable world, 
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peſts, endangered daily to be ſpilt and 
wracked upon rocks and ſands, and to be 
robbed and rifled with mercilefle Pyrats, 
then to be aflured that within a while 
we ſhall ſafely arrive at our wiſhed Ha- 


ven, where we {ſha'l be eternally ſecured 
from all thele perils, and injoy perpetuall 


eaceand reft > whatcan repleniſh us with 
more delight, and fill our hearts with invin- 
cible courage in our ſpiritua}l warfare, than 
having fought the good fight of faith, 
in aſlurance of victory , to meditate with 
hopefull expeCtation on that glorious crown 
which God hath infallibly promilſcd to thole 
-hat overcome ? what can be more plca- 
-1hg in the time of our nonage, then to 
think on that rich inheritance which we 
(hall enjoy when we come to full age ? 
and what can more chear and ret reſh us 
in our tedious pi!grimage , then to medi- 
tate on the joys and delights which we 
ſhall ſhortly attain unto in our heavenly 
country'? neither is this converſing in heas 
ven, whileſt we are here upon earth, 
more pleaſing than profitable, Seeing it 
our thoughts be thus taken np with theſe 
heavenly excellencies, we fhall not judge 
aty thing too much which * we can do 
OL 
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or ſuffer for Cod glory , from wink free 
grace we expect the full fraiczon of ſuch in« 
eſtimable happinefle, Nothing can more 
inflame our hcarrs with the fervent love 
of our dear Szviour, then to confider, that 


& by his merics and bitter paſfion he hath pur- 
E chaſcd for us this heavenly inheritance, Nos 
# thing can more. confirm our patience 11 our 


lighr and momentary ſufferings | in and for 


A Chriſt , thanto have our thoughts taken up 
7 with that farexcceding & eternal weiohrt of 


O 


q olory prepared for us, "with which, the afflis 


1] Rions of this preſent life are not worthy to 


4 be compared, Nothing next unto Gods glo- 
Jry, can be a more effectual intentive and 
' motive umto all holineſſe of converſation, 
* than this rich wages, with which this 
{ our good and bount ifull maſter will of 
# his free orice reward onr worthlefſe ers 
1 vice ard weak endeavours. And therefore 


2 ſeeino our Authour in this book doth 


piouſly and profitably diſcourſe on this 
ſjubje&t, which is ſo pleatant and uſefull, 

ard (as it ſeemeth to me ) notin 2190s: 
bal manner. but with a ſweet relliſh and exs 


perimenrall feeling of theſe heavenly joys in 


# hisown foul , unto which he inyiterh others, 


# ( being already approyed and licenced by 


an 
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an abler TP and peter judgement ) I. al- 
ſo commend it ( Chriftian Reader )tothy Þ 
perufall, and pray that thou maieſt 'reap # 
that fruit and benefit in thy reading, which 7 
the Authour intendeth in the writing of | AF 
it, i 


Thine 1 the ſervice 


of Tefus Chii 


lohn Downam, 


YOM 
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To the Reader, 


X © "DP RACE leading unto Glory is the 
] = GH ſub; -C of this enſuing aife 
4 ; m.. cour ſe * Grace is Glory, Grace 
ng We leads Htnto Glory, Grace of Nee 
] eg ſity muſt ed into Glory , and without 
| Grace we ſhallnever come #nto Glory. A 
| ernly juſtified per ſonearnet ſtand ſtill, but 
; mutt go further aud frert her , and add 
7 Grace to Grace, ere he can come toplory; 
| Secing the NewCreatarewhich aſpireth uns 
! ro heaven y admits of v0 meaſure or flatrre 
| thereof hb gb exengh untill it be in Heaven, 


having aittaruednntothe age of the mea- 
1 fore and [Fatare of the fulncſſe of Chr: ft. ; 

* PWhich how it comes topaſſe, to manifeſt 
#nto the world, vs the ſcope and aim of this 
* Gttle Bock;how Grace pwhergin is S—_ 
4.1 
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' the beauty of Hol neſſe in the Fabrick of 
the NewsCreatare, is juitly by Chr.ſt in || 
that hrs Heavenly Prayer called Glory tf 
becatſe It 1s n1h rg elſe , bet imper {ett 3, 
Glory; and Cl y i ſelf, nothing elſe but || 
the perfetl 708 of SazClification;sur let's t h:re % 
ray be added therexnto ſome exiracr ama- i 


ry ſhining !#/tre, ſuch as Molcs had a t:n- 


ttareof. mbin his face [haze ſo, as the rea? 


ple could ror Jock ntpon him , after he came 
down from the mount am, t# horefore whes 
ther we reſpect Grace which is tmper felt 
Glory,or the Glory of Heaven! heper otHte 
on of Glory, which this diſcoure points at , 
in th* full enjormert + f-nitivafrbe Beas 
tifical Vifton;beth (no queFtion ma )yj#5t ly 
i=vite thee, to peruſe this ſmall trear:ſegrn 
hope to reap ſome profit her:by, Fer here 
Ftanas 19 affright:ng Chernbims with a 
flaming ſword t: guard the from this Pas 
radice of Glory + but all poſſible invitemert 
#770 thee to enter boldly in, by that new 
and living way prepares for thee. And when 
thy heart and mountizs meditations (hall 
be l:fied &p ard warmed in the ſweet aps 
preh-nfious and raviſbhments ef the joys oS 
that Glory to come ys herein mentioned, 
with joyings and ſtronger reſolutions inthe 
proſecmtions 
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% Proſecutions attendin g fo gloriow and eters 
|3za/l as inheritance, not to looſe or hazard 
"4 the (ame for a few tranſucry lying vanities, 
= Then remember thoſe in thy beſt thoughts 
7 by whoſe means this hath been conveyed 


ugnto thee by 


Thy unworthy ſervant 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 


JF, H: 
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To the Book, expreſſing the Sum 
thereof. — 


ER APHICK wiygs it firſt aſſumes to flic, ; 
Saints all among,wheo are both great and ſmall, * 
Amoints their ezs, Heavens eye-ſalve with,to ſee ! 
The wonders great ut dith preſent to all; 
How they great peace freeing them ſo from thral, 
Acquitted full by Heawens moſt highDecrec, 
From florms aud tempeſt all bath ſet them free ; 
Cruſhing for th:ms,Sin, Hell, Divel, Death,and all; 
How then their mounting, ſad,and changing FfFates, 
_ by ebbs and flows of ſtroug and heavenly gracesy 
With ſour ſweet joys and ſighs he interlaces; 
It tels then till they come to Heavens gates, 
Regonblixg force then helps them how to ſcale 
7he Heavens, ana lifts them tp within the veil. 
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J-9Þ -1:th ſeeth all this 
World oz fire,as ho- 
ly. eromwe thought 
he alwaies heard 
the ſound of the 
laſt Trumpet founding in his ears, 
i ariſe ye dead and come to judge= 
7 ment : and therefore ſuits 1ts a= 
; ions, affe@ions, and meditations, 
, accordins ro the report of that 
| wonderful aud. matcbleſſe, admira- 
1 B Hon 


I 


Grace leadmy 

tion : yea. and helpeth it (clt in 
all the exigents of this Life , with 
{upportarion and itrength to paſſe ® 

- through all the aftlicions and oc- i 
CUrreRces thEreo1, with the excel- | 
lent ſurmounting rhoughtrs of the i 
Lite and Glory ro come. VWhere- | 
in my defire was, now, 1n the de- 
cayig ofthis our earthly houſe, * 
and ot all outward things, to ſiir # 
up both my ſelf and others to me- | 
ditate upon the more high and en- ? 
during ſubſtances which fade not 7 
away butendare for ever. Now 
the'engof faith being the ſalvati- 
or: of our fouls , that grand buſi» 2 
nefle we have ro agitate and eye +: 
in all our a10ns, being inall, to 
plor tor poſſeſſion of that eter- 
nall glory promiſed, reierved for 
us 10 the heavens : whereunto by 
the mighty power of God, we }; 
are kept by faith unto ſalvation; | 
I Per.1. 3+.1 therefore. ( _ ; 

4 ; 4 


o hah 


_ Unto Glovy. 
> the unworthieft of all ro meddle 
® in ſo high and tran{cendant a Sub- 
& jet ) by Gods aſſiſtance under- 
& crook to lanch torih the frail 
# barque of my weak endeavours 
© into this great and vaſt Ocean, 
© knitting rogether lome- old and 
F new ſtore gathered from tome of 
Four late moſt eminent and {ſpi- 
® rituall Divines, touching the great 
and ftrange operations of the bleſ- 
led Spirit, as he afſures ſaivarion 
Junco glory : even until choſe 
> ſtrange and extraordinary ſighings 
i- yand groanings which he ſtirreth 
> up tn the Saints, longing to the 
e #full enjoyment of heavenly Glo- 
O ry, Honey we know 15 gathe- 
* Jred out of the ſweets of diverſity 
r Jof ſweet flowers; and what 1s 
y 71weeter then honey, or the honey- 
E ;Comb, ſave Gods word, which 
s Jin fweetneſſe far ſurmounts all 
ithe Aromatick fragrances and 
GS Baz . fren 
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ſweets whatſoever. Therefore 
we, even out of caverfiry of gitts, 
may pick out much. 1weetnefle 
and delight , finding ſome rari- 
ties, and much ſtrength therein, as 


a bunch ot zrrows knit together, 


is of more firength than one or 

wo of them. VVheretore as, 1 

Sam. 14, 27. Tenathan having 
caſted a lile honey on the end 
of his rod, had his fight revived : 

Sono queſtion, if we pleaſe to put 
forth our ſeives to 'lick deeply of 
this enſuing honey pot, vented in 
this diſcourie, we may alſo by 
Gods bleſſing , attain to have our 
eics further ſo anvinted and clea- 
red with this eye ſalve,as we ſhall 
ſo much the morecleerly ſee into 
things invitible, taſting how gra- 
r10us the Lord is, who before the 
foundation of all the. world, had: 
provaced for us, eternall habitatt- 
ons.in fo great and. ſuperabound> 


— ET 4 


Unto G tory, 


Pm end Ree eo 7 WO" woe rr, + 


ing glorious manjzons for ever : 
and fo be ftirred up unto fo much 
the more thasktiulneffe, unto the 
everiaitins praiſes of our good 
God, wio hath done and Riill 
doth for is {5 aboundantly above 
all that we are 3bie eitner to think 


4 L- o Fo L > F5,445% © 4 3. - 
- or ſpeak; {obecomming rae rore 


perte& upon eariti of cur ever* 
laſting work' in heaven, wily 
leſt, not certain of any £11:9 here, 
we teft aſſured of waat we {hall 
enjoy eternally there. For, 
Certain it is, That we can ac- 
wer yeeld to part with this life, un- 
til. we be aſſured of a better ; and 
that the aſſurance of the certatntte 
and excellence of that future glovi- 
aus Eſtate to come in Heaven for e- 
ver, Is the onely Antidvte wato 8 
Beleever , 'ta make him out face 
Death, looking beyond it, and all o- 


ther ancident croſſes in the way unto 


#, As we know Saint Paw! did, 
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who ſeemed to take care for this 
onely one thing (as the ſum of all 
things ) ro know Chriſt,the vertue 
of his ReſurreCtion, & the fellow- 
ſhip of his afflictions, being made 
conformable unto him in Death ; 
if by any means he might attain 
unto the Reſurre&ion of the dead, 
Phzl.z.10,11.This ſeems alſo that 
one thizg which holy David deſe- 
red, and ſays, he would require, that 
be might awell in the houſe of the 
Lord all the days of his life,to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to Viſit 
his temple; to be hid an the ſecret 
place of his Pavilion, and to ve ſet 
wpon a Reck, Pſal, 27.4,5. That a 
day in Gods courts 1s better than a 
thouſand every where, Pal, 84. 
And 1n another place ( eying Hea- 
ven and the glory to come ) he atf- 
firms, thar a thouſand years , in 


Gods fight, are bur as yeſterday, 
anda watch in thenight, Plal.90. 
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V.4.And Plal. 39. 6.when he hath 
ſhewed that man walketh ina vain 
ſhadow , diſquieting himſelt in 


_ vatn,with heaping up theſe carchly 


things, headds; And aow, Lord,what 
wait 1 for % mine hope 1s even in 
thee. So, Job 19.25. he there flies 
out in the n41do {kt of all the tem- 
peit of his atlictions, ſupporting 
himſelt with che hope of the lite 


and glory to come,and his intereſt 


therein ; ' For [ am ſure that My Re- 
deomer liyveth, &c, And what 1s 
more trequent inall the Scriptures 
than {t1]! ( upon all occations ) to 
ralſe up our thoughts trom hence 
unto Heaven? | will onely inſtance 
a few-more places : that, 2 Thel,i, 
7. He comforts that diſtreficd er» 
ſtare they were in, wh thar ever- 
laſting reſt, they Mould enjoy , 
when the Lord-Jeſus ſhould thew 
himſelf from heaven, wuth his 
mighty Angels, in flaming fire a- 
gainſt 
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gainſt wicked men &c, when he 
ſhall come to be glorified in bu 
ſaints, aud made marvellous in. all 
them that belteve. and 2 Per. 3.13. 
aſter he hath ſpoken of the heavens 
and the earth to be burnt up, and 
renewed, which now are, he adds, 


But we look for new heavens, and a 


anew earth, ( according to bis pro« 
miſe) whereis dwelleth righteouſ- 
zefs.And Chriſt in all his exhorta- 


tions to the {even Churches in the 


Revelatzon, (till points them unto 
thoſe glorious things-to come ; 
where he promiſeth the overcom- 
ers, To eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the midde + of the Paradife of 
God : n9t to be overcoime of the ſe- 
cond deerh © to have a Crown of life: 
to eat of that Manna which is bid : 
to bave a white ſtowe, and new 
names writien upon them : to write 
_ them the new name of God, and 
zhe City of God, the wow Teruſalem p 
an 
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and to fit w1 th TR 1h bis Throne 
as he overcame, and ſitteth with the 
Father t# his Throue, All which I 


\ have onely named, to ſhew: a 


glimpſe of that ſupport the Scrip= 
eures afford in genera}, tor com- 
fort againſt afflictions here ; and 
wherewith the former darling 
Saints , 1n the ancicnt rimes ( 1n 


- the days of rheir fleſhy have ſtayed 
and {ypporred themſelves : and to | 


{ſhew that In all our deſtra&ions 
preſent. Ye mu.FF ſoundly anchor itt 
heaven, ere we can find true comfort 
upon earth ; or be thrbughly armed 
anainit thefear of death. 

To which effe& it 1s written 


. Heb, 2.14. That foraſmuch as the 


children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood , Chriſt himſelt alſo 
likewiſe took part with them , 

that he might deſtroy through 
death, him that had the power of 
death, thar is the Divel ;and that he 
might 
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might deliver all them, who 
through fear of death , were all 
their lite rime ſubje# to bondage. 
In which cafe, we mutt not look 
upon death alone, witnout Chriſt, 
who by his dearh hath pertumed 
the grave for us;otherwiſe (withs 
out him ) it 15 2 paſſage onely un- 


ro the King of terrours and ever-. 


ſting death ; but as it 15 ſubdued 


- by Chriſt ; as it is + Cor, 15, 


[ans up itn victory: O Death, 
where ts thy ſling 2 QGrav?, where 
& thy Viforrtezand as it is a ſmooth 
paſſize unto heaven and blefſed- 
nefle, to go home unto our fathers 
houſe : as it 15 a {leep after the 
weary toils of this life ; a gather- 
ing unto our people and fathers 
again, from whence for a while we 


have been eſtranged : and as it isa 


paſſage from mortality, to pur on 
immorteHlity,to be ſwallowed up 
of lite, "Thus muſt we look upop 
death, 


ig IEF mn by, 
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death, as upona ftinglefſe Ser- 
pent;, which now onely affrights, 
but hath no ſting to hurt ; andas 
upon our beſt friend, who rids us, 
13 a moment, for ever, ot all thoſe 
Amalekites, and vexing Perrizites, 
( thoſe fins and cares ) as thorns 
1n our fides; that, as Sampſon, 
we may be contented to loſe our 
lives with theſe Phzlſtzms : of all 
which, and the like vexations 
whatſoever, we may then confi- 
dently and rejoycingly lay , as 
Moſes did of thole Egyptian Per- 
{ecutors of the Church of God, 
Exod, 13. 14. Fear ye 30t : ſland 
ſtill and behold the ſalvation of the 
Lord, which he will ſhew you. this 
day; for the Egyptians whom you 
bave ſeen this day, ye [hall never 


fort to be freed from all at once, 


And it ſeems, that the Saints in 
Scripture , upon their removall. 


hence 


Ii 


- hence, make thus much good, in 
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their unmoved departures, How 


quierly did [acob and 79ſeph die, 


having firithed all rherr earthly 
bu fineſs 2 with whai peace did 
Moſes and Aaron Gie in their ap- 


pointed Mouirs. - And what ſhall. 


we ſay of holy David. 1 Chron, 
29. 10. Who departed hence 10 
chearfully bleſfingGod, afrcer that 
he had given order for the Temple 
building : and old Barz:ilai,when 
he would no more remain at 
Court, craves leave to go home 
and die, all whom with Stevez 
(amongſt a ſhower of ſtones ) 
faw unto the other fide of Death, 
fo makIng a peaceable reſtgnati- 
on of this life, ro exchange it for 
a better. And ſo I make noqueſtt- 


on others may, if their whole lite, 


hath been ſo ſpent in meditation, 
and engroffing the Scripture com - 
torts againſt that day. . But yet 

| the 
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Unto Glory. 

the {ureſt,and moft laſting com- 
fort againſt that.encounter, 15,” to 
be often ( every day) waſhed in 
the fountain of Chriſts b)-:od, with 
the ſeaſonable right application 
of his evcrlaſting Righteouſneſle 
unto the ſoul, which will Com- 
tort, that we being in him , and 
he in us, by 'the habitation of 
his ſpirit, That there 1s no Con- 
demnation to ſuch, Rem.8_1, And 
thar they already fir with him 
their head in' heavenly places. 
Epheſ. 2. 6, When vGertzg tranſ- 
formed zato hu Ueſſedimaze from 
Glory to Glory tz this lite, and ha- 
ving put on the Lord Jeſus in all. 
his holy veriues, being thereby 
pertakers of the DiwUine nature, 2 
Pet. 1.3. they need not to fear, 
but 4c2ng tranſplanted from nature 
to Grace and planted with him 1% 
regeneration, unto the imilitude of 
his death,but they ſhall he alſo ”— 
| iks 
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like anto the ſimilitude of his Reſur- 
reton, Rom. 6. 54 SO that Chrif 
the head, being in heaven , he 
muſt of neceſſity quicken and 
draw all his members after him , 


who is faidtro be the ReſurreRi- 


oh and the lite. Tohz 11. 25. and 
therefore muſt raiſe and quicken 
all again. ; 

But this 1s not our intended 
work at this time to treat of death 
( though I have bordered upon it, 
and could not ſhun it, it ſtanding 
ſo juſt in our way, as we are now 
in our journey towards life) &ut to 
outface it, look through and be- 
yond it, atthe Certs:zty and ex- 
cellencte of beaten and the glory to 
come , thereby to arm us againſt 
it, that we may lee what a royall 
exchange we ſhal make, with part- 
ing from our earthly houſe, forThat 
building not made with hauds, but 
eternall inthe heavens : inthe Cer» 

da 4608” 
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 fainty of which building ( as L 
; rakeit) there 15 a Double certainty. 


I, 'Che Certainty of the thing, that 
there is fuch a building: 2. Ozr 
Certatnty of attaining unto it, For 
the firſt, 


TheCertainty , that there 1s ſuch 4 
Place as Heaven. 


Will be fhort therein ; for be- 

ſides what tte Scriptures ſpeak 
thereof, which ſhould abundantly 
{atisfie us,and which is wonderfull 
large, The whole frame of Nature it 
ſelf, proclarms nith a loud woice, 
That there ts ſuch a place aud mans 
{ron of Eternitie,called Heaven; the 


Eternal dwelling of God, Angels, - 


and bleſſed ſouls departed : which 


Baild:zg.even the outſide thereof, 


David, Plal.5. admires ; O Lord, 
how-excellent is thy Name in all 
the world! which haſt ſer thy glo- 


_ 


n—_ - A > capa. xy 7 Tn — pro wr EISTR -_LOC9 ua 


——— 


i. _—_—. OD. 
mm td 


Grace | eading 


——— uu 


| || Ty abovethe heavens : VVhen I be- 
ti | hold thine heavens, even the work 
Wi; ot thy ftngers, the moon, and the 
ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; 
VVhar is man, fay I,@«c, And Pfal. 
v : 19.1. There he thews, thar the hea- 
"a7 vens declare the glory of God, 
4 and the firmamenr thews the work 
of his hands, day and night utter- /\ 

ng the fame, running through all * þ 
{peeches and languages unto the 
ends of the world : wherein he 


a © hath ſera Tabernacle forthe Sun, |. 
7 which compaſſeth round the | 
| "I whole earth in a miraculous man» | 

TE ner:which earthnow by the migh- &. 
1118 ty power and word of God, inthe | 


middle of the heavens flands, ſup- 
ported and hanging upon nothing, 
| All which Gods wonderfull and 
Ty _ marvellous works, proclaim-.the. 
j! miraculous dwelling place of the 
Almighty in heaven, provided, a- 

bove all his viſible works to'wel- 
COMC 


F 
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come and entertain man, 1n, b« fore 
and (after the Reſurreton ; tor 
Wherein Faith whoſe na- 
ture is ( likea Vine) to take bold 
ef every little help ( beſides the 
Scriptures )even by firength of 
natural, reaſon, tikes advantage 
ro tortifie 1t ſclt by thar, Ever 
Natuge it ſelf might lead 1s unto 
theGodof Nature, and of all things 
by aſirong argument , drawn from 
our mortality and change : trom 
whence it ftrongly concludes, 
The Creation of man , and Conle- 
quently, of The whole frame of n4- 
tare, thus. > 

whatſoever bath 8 tering tnde* 
pendent of it ſelf, were able alſo 


ix that being from mutability 
and change. 7 


Argu- 
. . | Ment 

by virtue of that trdependency from the 

.and being , to have kep: 1t ſelf courſe of 


nature, 
proving 
the Nie- | 


But a0 creature [73ce thecre- Ye 


1” atzom. ever yet bad that power by 
© 6G  Urriue 


irtue of «ts berng, to have kept 
et ſelf tn being from mutatility 
and chanzt. 
Therefore, .it had a Creator, 
which & the Almighty Jehovah, 
onely able to give a being to his 
word, the: ſame for ever : Alpha 
_ and Omega. ek - 
And thus we leave The Certainty 
of the butldizg:nro draw near there- 
fore unto the building it felt, and 
The Cer tainty of our knowledge of a 
feature glorious eſtate therein for e- 
ver,attatnable by us. 

God in Trinity, blefſed for e- 
vermore , Who had ſufficiently 
from all eternity lived inall Glo- 
ry and Contentation : being that 
infinite wiſedome fet up trom e- 


+: verlaſting from the beginning, and 
:2-” before the earth & works thereof 
- /, were made', minding at length to 

| Have a Creature made, which 


$nonld bear his image, be Lord 0 : 
F W— a 
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all the creatures to be made,and a= 


[7 ' bleto conceive and refle& back a- 


24in his excellEcies,at length to be 
raken up from the earth into hea» 


' VE forever,into rhe aſſociation 8& 


participation of the heavelyQuire 
of Angels,in his fulneſs of rime(e- 
ven thenrejoycing in the habitable 
part ofthe earth, having his deltght 
with the ſons of men in reſolution 
and intention created, Prow, 8.27.) 
prepared the heavens, and ſer his 
compaſs upon the deep, eſtabliſh- 
ed tae clouds above, when he con- 
firmed the -fountains of the deep. 
had given a decree to theSea, that it 


\.  ſhouldnot pafle his Commande- 


ment, and appointed the toundati- 
ons of the earth, having furniſhed * 


the heavens with all the hoſts of 


them , and the earth with all uſe- 
full creatures therein, fitted for 
recreation, comfort, and delight 


of kis new gueſts to. be creeted ; 
C3 at 
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at length, ( when all things were 
ficted for him ) created Har , his 
laſt and greateſt work of wonder : 
for whole ſake, and for reflexion 
of his glory, in initoying ot his 
works of wonder, all theſe things 
creared before him, were given to 
him, theſe viſible heavens with all 
the creatures ſhewed uno him, 
with a uſe of, and infight in them: 
and maniſ{eſtation and revelation 
( aſter his fall ) of a Heaven of 
Heavens, the manſion of the Be- 
atifical viſion ( revealed in the 
SCriptures ) wherein he ſhould at 
lengch be received, havirg finiſh- 
ed his courſe upon carth.: called, 
for the ſablimiry»and exceeding 

height thereof, Gods dwel/zng place, 
The high and lejty place of Bim mho 
zubabiteth eternity, Iſa, 57, 156 
and by St. Paul, a building mot 
maae wits hazas, but eternal tu the 
beavyens, of the aſſurance whereof 


he 


Unto G lory, 


. he ſpeaks confidenely:For we know, 
8c. and this 15 pur withour all 
- peradventure. 2 Cor, 5. 1, For 
( ſaith he ) pe kxow : and therefore 
zn this we igh earneſtly : wherein 
there is a Certarnty (et down, That 
zn this life we may come to be af- 


'' ſured of a furure glorious eſtate to 


come, ({aith he ) we know. 
Fhereſore, though alreadie we 
be come near, and on onr way to 
view this glorious Building , pot 
made with haxuds : yet ſeeing wee 
are a prettie diſtance off ir, (te 
comfort our ſelves in our way 
thither ) ſet us take a brief ſurvey 
of this Knowledge St. Paal ſo con- 
-fidently ſpeaks of, what it is. [ For 
we know ; | In unfolding whereof 
. (if I benor miſtaken ) rheſe four 
things will diſcover it, 1. 4 De- 
 ſcreption of the Qualification and 
Subjet wherets this k nowledge re* 
ſides, 2, How this us known of 
oh | 03 3 


ſs an 


_ Grace leading 
3. How wet may know that we know 
what we know, 4. How to trie the 
trurh of what we kuow, ſrom that 
which is but & roanerfett thereof : 
By help whereof, we may by 
Gods bleſſing attain to the know- 
ledge here meant. For the Firſt, 


The,Subjett wherein it reſides 
uſually, Qualifleation 

thereof. | 
There commonly uſhers the 
ſame A ſtrozg Convit#ion, called 
by our Saviour, Joh. 16. $. The 
Convition of the Spirit , which 
x «hereis {aid ro be Threefold 5 i. £ 
2 Corveinting of Sin, 2. Of Rrgbte- 
q ouſneſs. 3, Of TIndgement ; then 
there 15 a full way opened nfito 
this knowledge ſpoken of ( Wee 
3 Convi- Fyow, ) Now for this 1, Gonvefir- 
he fpj. * 973 Ve muſt know, That there is 
mm  mwothing in this world fo dificalt, 
then to convince w of theſe two 
| tbrogs 
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things, 1, How wicked we are,and 
how good God #&,, which is the 
ſum of the ewo firſt convictions, 
eo Convince us ot theſe rwo things, 
I. How out of meaſure ſinful pz 
#. Hew miſerably beſotted we 
are with it, in this our depraved 
nature: in how grear danger We 
are thereby of everlaſting damna- 
tion : how dangerous it is to retein 
it : how inſupportable the bur- 
then thereof would be, without 
Godsigreat mercy to us; and that 
the ſooner we leave it, 1s, and will 
be the better for us. 

But the ſecond is greater then 


— 


Ids 


throw 'us down , then to raiſe us 
up again being fallen ; the Davel! 
will both help oo pull ys down, 
and keep us ſo being dejected, 
waen he fees us a going. ) But to 
camvince us, that notwauhfanding 
all thismufery chat we are in, That 
2006-2 0 C4 there 


k 7 280 3  Convi- 
this, { for it is an eaſier matter to my of 
& IÞF-» 


Lit. 
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there ts an everlating righteouſ- 
zeſſe attainable | treely purchaſed 
for us, and given unto us of tree 
g1tr, by Chrift who hath redeem- 
ed us from death and condemnati- 
on, ſatisfied the tathers Juſtice 
unto the full, infinueely far in va- 
lue beyond all the fins of the 
world, who, being the onely be 
gotten ſon of God, aſſumed our” 
Heſh, and in that nature hath ap- 
peaſed divine juſtice; ſo as hence- 
forth , whoſoever will lay down 
the weapons of their rebellioa , 
and enfigns of their diſobedience, 
| beleeve in him, and ſue forth their 
© - pardon, living, and being hereatter 
_. governed by the laws of his King- 
dome, like*' good ſubjets ſub- 
mitting themſelves thereunto, 
that they ſhould have . a par- 
don of all their fins and inhe: 
rit eternall life : having free- 
"on eo come and drink _ 
: "» » IF 


ods ain S oo, pag 


b 


# Crs 


Unto Glo '), 


—_— Oo 


ly of the water of life. Of all 
which ( anda great deal more) 
the ſpirit convinceth us of : Be- 
cauſe Chriſt ( our ſurety) is at 
liberty, having paied all our debts, 
and returned in our nature and” 
fleſh into heaven , now tct down 
at the right hand of the father , 


pleading our cauſe, and making 


good there his purchaſed redemp- 
tion,, by his contimuall intercef- 


- ſion for us in heaven, putting ſweet 


1nceaſe and odors into our pray- 
, that they may be accep- 
red. F 


But this 1s not all, for yet a main 


thing remains, though we be con- 


vinced of the forementioned two 
chings : yet here are The ſors of 
Anat to be encountred with, 


| Principalities and powers towrejile 
| againft, ſtrong: oppolitions with- 


». 
LI : 


in and without-us,of the world, the 


 Feſh, and the Divel , concerning 


Our 
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Convitie : - $ongit 
'comes that third conviction of the 


Spirit. Spirit, tO Convince our beſt judge- 
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our continaance and holding ont 
unts the end, in all theſe tumules, 
we are to paſſe through and war 
againſt ſo many dangerous ene- 
mies, Here then in the next place, 


ments. that our fears are 1a vain, 
and that we fhall notwithſtanding 
ail the rubs in our way, overcome 
all.and triumph over all.as Carift 
our head hath done for us, fo ſhal 
we conquer all in him : as itis 
Roma. 8, nay, that in all theſe things 
we are more than cConquerours 1n 

him who hath loved Us. For 

the Prince of this world s judged: 


- meaning,thar as a condemned man 


hath no power, no ſentence, no 
voice, no freedome, but is limited, 
bound, and manacled : ſo is it with 
the Divell, who is judged, chain- 
ed, and fettered up from hurting 
us; 2nd therefore that Chriſt,as he 
Is 
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is the Author, ſo he will be the fi- 

atſher of our faith. Heb, 12. 2, 
And that Chriſt will not fail, nor 
be diſcouraged, uniih he bring 
forth judgement unto ViRory; that 
is, plane in us ſach a victorious 
ſanRification in the ſoul , which 
ſhall overcome all adverſe pow« 
ers In Its way betwixt us and hea- 
ven- This 1s that third Coxvr8:ox 
of the ſperit , where with the two 
{ tormer, going on 1n a holy frame 
3 of ſan&ification ih newnefle of 
7 life, then our fonls are foundly 
7 ſeaſoned, thenare we rightly qua- 
7 lifted, ro know that which is the 


4 4 fecond thin & propou nded : That 


2 wemay coimmeto know, and be afſu- 
7 red of a future glorious eftare to 
7 come : which khowledge our Sa- 
vtour calleth, /:fe eternall : Tobz 
17.'2, To know God thus re- 
| vealedin the high perfeCtions of 
| Jeſus Chrifi, ina Practical way; 
Bra f which 
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which-we may certainly attain un- 
t0;45 it is clear by the whole cur. 
rant of the Scriptures: and thoſe 
many gratious promiſes,and many 
trials of the ſame intereſt we have 
in, ſet down to examine our ſelves 
by,al which were in vain,ifno ſuch 
certainty of our future eftate to 
come were attainable. But to name 
a few trials onely , paſſing by the 
Promiſes, which ate ſo aboundant, 


( #e: know ) | 4 

By theſe (igns as of having the} 
fpririt of Chrif#, or elle ro be if 
noe of his. Rem, 8. 9, In our zot © 
walking after the fieſh but after the || 
ſpirit. Rom. 8, 1, Of our being ®! 
new creatures, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Ot Þ 
endeavouring to purifie our ſelves | 
even as he is pure . 1 109z,3. 3.0L þ 
having heavenly mounted affettons, | 
where Chri # u« at the right hand of | 
the father. Colas, 3+'1.: Ot being | 
. Lu tranſlated 2 
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tranſlated from death to life , be- 
cauſe we love the brethren, obs, 4. 
13. Ot loving one another , v.17, 
nll conformity with him in bs ſufjes 
JE rags. Rom, 6, 5. Of putting on 
eld the Lord Jeſus, and making zo pro- 
Y <ifioa for tbe fieſh to falfill the luſis 
vn thereof. Rom. 13.14. Of being par» 


o- takers of the Divine nature, in be- 

hb. ing tull ofgratious goodnefſe, ha- 

_ virg eſchewed that corruption which 
bl 


& tn the world through luſt : 2 Pet. 
I. 3. whereby, and many other 
bel the like Trials, whereunto gratious 
vel Exceeding rich and precious pro- 

.Imiſes are belonging. True ( like 


ot © . 
be 3 Godhimliclt) we may come to 
8 know and have aſfjurance of a fu- 


Y F ture glorions eſtate to come In 
= rhe heavens, baving theſe and other 
yl. the like qualifications (all of them 
branches of The mew Creature } as 
 witnefles of the truth of our ſax: 
#rfication, in our renewed eſtate, 
following 
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following upvn our j« #:fication, 
which { 1{ intruth ) is infepara- 
bly accompanied with ſan#ifica- 
z70z, ſpreading it ſelf univerſally 


through all.all the parts, and pow- 
ers, and faculties of ſoul and bo-_ 


dy,though 1n every part not toral- 
ly renewed, And then in the next 
piaCc. 


(We may know that weknow ) 


wo ways. I By Gods ſpirit 
I witzeſſivg with our ſpirit, that 
we are the chilarer of God, Rom.B 
16. 2 By the immediate teſtimony 
of the ſpirit ſometimes by tt ſelf a- 
loxe, not jozuing with our ſpirits, 
or the word, VV hich are both meg- 
tioned. 1 7ohx, 5.7, $, For there 
are three which bear record in 
heaven, The Father, The Son, and 
The Holy Gho# and theſe three are 
ore: and there are three which 
bear record on earth, The FSperir, 
The Vater, and the Bloud , and 


theſe 


theſe three agree 11.0ne, 10 diſco» 
very whereof, it may a little help 
us in this great buſineſle , To di- 
ſtingutſh theſe witneſſes, how and 
when they witneſſle, The witneſle 
of Gods ſpirit, from the witnefle . 
of our ſpirit npon earth ; and be- 
rwixt the immediate witnefſe of 
The Spirit ( as1it were) immedt- 
ately from heaven : from the wit- 
nefle of the ſame ſpirit, with our 
ſpirits, which may help to clear 
this (in ſhew ) intricate di{ſcove-_ 
ry, Under correction I take, 
t.The Witneſs of our Sprrit, 

- To be nothing elſe, but The Re- 
fleaimg Teſtimony or Anſmer of a 
good Conſcience 1t# our ſincere up* 
right walking according anto the 
Rules preſcribed 13 the word of Gad, 
whereof it ſeems St. Pal ſpeaks, 
AF.24.15. of his keeping a good 
Conſcience before God and Men, 
becauſc he looked for a Reſurre- 
: "* + -.. _o 
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caion both of the juſt and «he nn» 
juſt, And Job 3 t,This whole chap- 
cer is nothing elſe but the Witnefs 
of his Spirit, in his Uprightneſs 
and ſincerity of his Obedience 
chroughaur he Commandements. 
So David, Plal.18.20, he makes 
uſe of the Witnefle of his Spirit, 
teſtifying his Obedience and Up- 
rightnefle. And fo 1 Sam, 12.3.he 
makes uſe ot the VVitne le of his 
Spirit this way unto the people, 
clearing himſelf from oppreſſion 
and briberie | Whoſe Oxe or 
whoſe Afﬀle have I taken> Or to 
whom have 1 done wtong > ] And 
the wiole Church it ſelfe 15 
brought .in clearing - her ſelfe, 
though ſhe were bearen down in- 
to the Den of Dragons (as it were) 
and covered with the ſhadow of 
death, Pſal.44.17.That for all this 
{ſhe had not dealt falfly in the Co- 
venant, nor ſtretched out her hands 

25, to 
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to looke after a ſtrange God: 
whereby it ſcems, that there isa 
twotold Vimeſſeof our Spirit. 


The witneſs 5f oar Sperit 13 a Calm, 
The witneſs thereof 1n a TempeF, 


The former whereof, 1s with- 
out difficulty and ordinary; the u- 
{uall anfwer, and refleQing reſti- 
mony of a good conſcience , di- 
rected upon all occations by the 
rules of the word, when we are not 
hardly and ſore put to it, by grie- 
vous trials, of difſertions, damps, 
intermiſſions of the fpirir, and the 
like, with fore long and heavy 
crofles: then our ſpirits witnefſe 
20Cs On in a Calm, before.it come 
to {ore trials, But when God 
ſeems to frown and lowr upon us, 
the . comforts, and our refreſhing 
wonted teeltngs to. decay: when 
God ſeems to beat us. witty the 
ſtroaks of a1. enemy ,. to fight a- 

| gamnſt 
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gainſt us, when he ſeems covered 


with a cloud that our prayers 
ſhould nor paſſe through, and the 
{pirit, with bis reports and com- 
forrs, with draweth himſelf for a 
while ( as /eremy ſpeaketh ) like a 
walering man that cannot help in 
a itrange land, Then our ſpzrits 
are hardly pur to ir, to hold our 
and make uſc of the ſtrength of 
our fpirits wirveſs, in thoſe cxtre- 
mites, as that inſtance of the 
Church named, Pſal. 44. which 
was thenin a great ftorm and yer 
held out with as great firength - 
and it ſcems David was in a great 
ftorm, Pſal, 77. when yer he 
communed with his own heart,and 
his Tpirit made diligent ſearch, be» 
ing hardly pur to it, to diſpute 
the cale of Gods goodnefle unto 
him, erehe come to ſee his infir- 
muy. And Tob, 19, there it 1s 
ſhewed what a wonderfull ſtrait 
His 


WV OW WW" ww = 


g —_ RR 


O_— 


| Unto Glory, 


mes. nd 


35 


oa IEFIRNG oo__———cy A —_—_——— > — pw — 


His Spirit was put to, ere he 


brake torch, with that wonderfull 
admirable expreſſion of his Re- 
deemer, ver- 23. which inſtances 
may ſerve , te thew theexigents 
our ſpirits are Many times put to 
in ftorms, ere Gods ſpirzt Come 
to witzeſſe with our [perit, that 
we are the children of God. 
Now when the ſoul is rightly 
qualified, having theſe internall 
1ndowments of obedience and fin- 
cerity, { reflexes of a holy con- 
verſation ) when it believes in 
theſe ſtorms and ſtreights, and up- 
on beheving , the heart encount- 
ers and Clofes with the promiſes, 
joying in them, & hoping tor mer- 
cy , for all theſe ſtorms, and in 
middeft of theſe exigents, belic- 
ving one contrary 1n another, then 


comes uſually ( 1 ſay nor that it 


never witneſſeth with our fpirits, 
but rchen wh ch were too bigh a 
6 D 2 Pont 
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point for me to meddle in. ) 


2. The witnteſſe of Goas ſpirit , 
witneſſing with our ſpirits, 


To diſcover hu comforts afrelh , 
that things and promiſes beleeved, 
are truly ſo indeed; that we are the 
children of God; that fel and blood 
path zot revealed theſethings unto 
214 , but God by the habitation of 
hu ſparit ; that thoſe ſupernaturall. 
endowments, and hbatzis of grace 
we have: attained, asithey are from 
Heaven ,'\ ſo they ſhall at length 
bring uw thither ; and that we ſhall 
grow 4# Grace, fromGrace. to Grace, 
aud be trauſformed from Glory to 
Glory:,. by the ſelf-ſame ſpirit. 2 
Cor. 3.15. Beautifyzng dayly 
Goas image tn us, nho hath wrought 
theſame1#:116, aud that we cannot 
zzor ſhall ever periſh , but holdont 
unto the end, and. at leagth be 
A raiſed 
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Unto Glory, 
24iſed up with all Saints to eternal 
glory for ever, Wherein the ſpi- 
rit elevates and raiſcs the comfort 
and aflurance of The witreſſe of our 
ſpirits, roa much higher degree 
of aflurance and conſolation, ma- 
king deeper and 'more laſting af- 
ſurance, and impreſſions of our 
comforts, with additions of new 
Jotes, and by his conſtant reveal - 
ing unto us, the ule and mifteries 
ot Chriſfts high perfe&tions and 
actions when he was upon carth ; 
and now in heaven, interceding for 
us at the rizht hand of the father; 
he doth thereby (he dwelling and 
abiding in us, and we. having aſ- 
ſented, unto and belecved the pro- 
miles ) Seal all unro.us:, with zhe 
holy ſprrit of promiſe, wich is the 
earne({t,of our inheritance, untill 
the redemption of the pofleſlion 
purchaſed unto the praite- of his: 
slory, Eph. 1, 13. which earneft 
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of neceſſity muſt be made good, 
by his conſtant and perpetuall al- 
fiſtance of us , dwelling in us, 
ftrengthening of us with revela- 
tions ſuitable and ſeaſonable unto 
all our extgents : In which caſe, 
though the ſpirit dwell in us, 
witnefſe, and have ſealed us up, 
unto this day of Redemption, 
with an indefefible ſtamp. Yetare 
not his cleer revelations and diſco- 
veries always alike in degrees and 
meaſure, during theti me, for we 
have many interruptions, diflerti- 
ons, ecltples of damps, ſometimes? 
(in his retirings for our good ) a#+ 
ter which his teſtimony revives a- 
gain, with more laſting joys and 
comforts after his {ſeeming ab- 
ſence and hiding -of himſelf , ſuf- 
iering ſomerimes our ſupport to 
be, By the witne fie of our ſpirit, the 
water iz our ſanfification ; the ſe- 


cond of ehe three concurring wit- 
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nefles upon the earth ; and when 
this water is muddy ( as oh it1s 
t00 often ſo ) as we cannot com- 
fort our ſelves thereby , having 
our evidence {o blotred; that we 
cannot read it cleerly, or torgotrel 
it, then ſuffering us to have re- 
courſe unto the third witnefle , 
The blood in juſtificatron, which is 
the moſt laſting and conſtant with 
us , and wondettull ſure, a foun- 
tain ever open, running alike 
clear, pure water of life, never 
muddie, unlefle we by our 1gno- 
rance and infidelity, throw mud 
therein and trouble ir, Bur yer, | 
whether the ſpirit thine clearly in 
the ſoul witneſſing , or whether 
darkly, as he doth many times; yet 
having once ſealed and fer his 
ſtamp onus, the print thereot re- 
mains ſure for ever, | 
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Of theſe things at bis for &# poſjeſſior 
habitation and entry 1n the 
ſoul, he ever aſſures ana 
make s impreſſion of. 


Firſt, That where he is :n any 
meaſure, he always reigns ſo, as ſin 
ſha! bave no Dominion over 6. 2. 
That he will not, nor may ot by bu 
Office ( being ſent for, to be our 
Comforter , Teſtifier of Chriſt 
Jeſus: and Revealer of, and Lead- 
er of us 1n all Divine Traths } ze- 
move bis dwellizg finally from as ; 
though he withdraw bus afſi fting 
Comforts and feelings of his Preſence 
when we grieve and vex him; as 
friends ſomtimes withdraw them- 
felves and bar us their preſence, 
upon juft diſcontents given, when 
yet the conſtancy of their love is 
che ſame, to ſhine forth as clear, 
or clearer then ever, in due time, . 
3+ That 
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3,That asJwhen Chri# ſent bim un- 


ro 5 be to ourComforter,it was expe 


aent for ws, Chri( in his bodily 
preſence ) ſhould returz to Heater: 
(to ſhew al his work was done,our 
Redemption finiſhed, Principali- 
ties and Powers, Hell and Death 
conquered ; as our Head in_our 
Nature, to take poſſeſſion thereof 
for us, to make continual Intercel- 
fion for us at the r;zght hand of rhe 
Father, and to perfume our weak 
Prayers, offering them up with 
much {weer Odoyurs 1n the golden 
Cenſer, upon the golden Altar 
which is betore the Throne, Reve}, 
8. 1,2. )ſo that it is expedient for 
4,for him ſometames to ſeem to mare 
ſome progreſs from 113 , and avſent 
himſelf C as it were, ) 1, Tocha» 
 fiiſe our negleRs of him,and grie- 
* vingothim. 2. Leaſt confiancic 
3 of his preſence: ſhould make us 


( like the Iſraclites) loath this hea- 
| venly 
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venly Manna. 3- To enhance and 
raiſe the price and valuation of his 
former Preſence and Comforts, 
4. To ſet an edge upon cur de- 
fires for his return. 5, To inflame 
our love to him tte more abun» 


dantly at his Return, with reſolu* 


tion to hold him taſter then ever ; 
6. To grieve him no more as we 
have done, but ro ftudy how to 
cheriſh him by all means. 7. 
That his freſh renewed joys may 
far ſurmount all our ſufferings in 
his abſence, And laftly , that we 
might long and groan to be in hea- 
ven, where we thall enjoy fore- 
 verthe fulnefſe of his preſence in 
all raviſhing ſenſe.of ſurmount- 
ing joys,in the inſpeRion and fight 
of the beatificall vifion for ever. 
4+ In his abſence, he furniſheth us 
with variety of arguments, enfla- 
med love and ſpirituall ftrength in 
our endeavours , in wraſtling in 
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prayer for his return : then ma- 
king large increaſe of our ſtock 
of grace, beyond pur expectation, 
Iſs. 60. 16. howloever, increa- 
ſing, continuing, and perfecting 
{eaſonably ( out of his infinite 


' Ewiſdome) in all our viciflitudes 


and exigents, our heavenly race, 
and guiding us with his counſel in 
all rhings, untill he bring us unto 
glory. All which is, for the witzeſs 
of Gods ſperet, witneſſing with cur 
ſperit ( 1n the firſt place ) That we 
are the childres of God, Burt there 
15 yet further, a ſecond thing. 


E The emmediate witreſſe of the ſpirit 
( as ut were ) from heaver , 
without the joint teftima- 
ty and joining of 
the word, &c, 


"i Which 15 a more ſtrange ſad- 
| den joy comming, and ruſhing in- 
ro 


| 


} 
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Lib x3, 


. then within his ordinary witneſ: 


Grace leadins 
to the ſoul, with a ſurmounting 
contentatton of delight, cauling 
in 2 fuller manner ( as 1t were ) 


fing our ſpirits, that peace 0 
God which paſjerh all under- 


| fRanding. Phil, 4. 7, With that joy 


unſpeakable and glorious, 1 Pet, 
7. 8. ſo that it cauſeth us as we 


read of ſacod, Ger. 4.5. 27. when 


he heard overcomming reports of 
Toſephs {atety,and entertainment he 
gave, ſay | I have enough: ] Thas 
we read of St, Auguſtine in his 
Confeſſcons, that he Ba felt ſome- 
times ſuch aſtoniſhing raviſhing 
Joys, that if they ſhould have 
continued, he knew z0t what [howld 
be added thereto in the life to comes 

butthere complains, that they laſt- 


ed nor, but vaniſhed away again | 
quickly : for indeed, the old veſ- | 
were not | 


{els of onr-frail bodies, 


able to contain ſuch ſtrong. new 
wp | " wine 


® 
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wine, but they would crack: what 
a caſe were the diiciples' in at 
Chriſts transfiguration > Mark, 
945+ They would have Taberna- 
cles built there , they were afraid, 
and kucw nt what they ſaid : And 
2 Cer, 12. 3. Payl faith , of his 
rapture into Paradice , whether 
7zn the body or out of 'the body he 


 kauew not, God be knows, This 


kind of witnefle and teſtimony 1s @ 
{ure one, and more then all the te- 


{itmontes ef ' men ad Angels: 


when as Daw:s prayes, ſal. 35.3. 
God doth therewuh ſay azto our 
This 15 
that whzte ſlope of Acquittance, ac- 
companed' with that zew Name 
written therein, which 70 man know- 
ethſave he whobathzt, Revel. 2.17; 
And when God dothgive nnto any 


| this joy, as by the former witnef 


of the Spirit with our Spirits, / he 
aflures gs of our Salvation and fur 
. Fare 
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ture happy eſtate 10 come; ſo hefſfi” 
doth hereby give unto us ( asirfy 1 
were ) Livery and ſeizing of rhe 
Everlaſting joys 0f the bleſſed ,' and 
maketh uxto w a kind of Heaven 
upon Eartb;thatas Paul was caught 
into Paradiſe, and heard words 
unutterable ; fo a man 1n this caſe 
teels joy uulpeakable. It wecon- 
| {ider the Matter of this joy, itis 
Certain, no man cantake it finally 
from ns. Jo, 16. 22, But it we 
look unto our -apprehenſions and 
feeling of the ſame, with the clear 
manifeſtations thereof, it comes 
and goes, ebbes and flowes, is loſt 
and found ; We rejoyce in the 
hope of the Glory of God ( ſaith 
the Apoſtle, ) Rem. 5,2, and this 
Hope (as he afterwards adds ) ma» | 
keth nor aſhamed, becaule the love 
of God 1s ſhed abroad by the ho» 
ly Ghoſt which is givenus. 
It Hope then be anAnchor of the 


ſoul | 
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many waters Eannot quench love, 
neither can the flouds drown it, 
Cant.8.7.1t the holy Ghoſt which 
is given unto us be not a Brook 
(which may be dryed, )but a Wel 
of water, ipringing up unto ever- 
laſting life z then cannotthe water 
of our joy ever finally failzthough 
many never feei the ſame in that 
tulnefle again, as attheir firſt con- 
verſion; and we muſt acknow- 
ledgeitto be our own fault ( in 
nor performance ot that which 
God requiteth at our hands ) that 
it ebbes and flowes, comes and 
zoes ſo often becauſe, as 1t is 
Witten, Rejoyce evermore, 1 Theſ, 
5. 16. Rejoyce alwayes ; Agarne 
L ſay Rejoyce. Phel. 4. 4. yet we 
labour not as we ought to be 
thankfull, ro maintain this joy, be- 
ing carelefle and ignorant how to 
recover 


DE EE en me 


| ſoul both ſure and ſtedfaft, pitch- 
| ing within the Vail, Heb, 6.19, If 
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ns rome. prom 
recover the {ſweet ſenſe thereof a: 
gain,when iti appearance 1t 18 d1mi- | 
nifhed,loſt, and gone. And thus, not | 
onely (we kaow)and(may know that 
we know ) and be aſſured of the 
certainty of a future glorious e- 
ſlate tro come for ever : but now in 
che laſt place. 


How ſhall we kaow that 1h knom- 
ledge is no counterfeit Illu- 
mination, 


Seeins the Diveli can tranſ- 
form- himſelf into an Angel of 
light, as Pharavs Magitians did for 
a while counterieit Hoſes true 
m:cacles. Exod, 7. It. Of thisI 
ſuppoſe there are three ſure trials, 
I . By what goes before it, 2. By that 
which accompanteth the fame when 
rt enters 1xto the ſoul withits 3. 
By thoſe: impreſſions this tefi1mony 
and joy leaves behind it upon. the | 
ſoul, x 


7 TO 
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foal, For the firſt , 1t is ſure that * 
uſually long, ſore and great affli- 
&ions, and fharp trials, uſher the 
ſame, great ſufferings , and after 
much ſtriving and wraſtling , as 
Jacob obtained his new name. 
Gen. 32.28. atter he had power 
with-the Angel,by wraſtling, wce- 
pig and prayer, Hoſ.12.4. 

2. How tt comes tnto the ſoul> 2 
when it comes into the ſoul , ir 
comes always in the ways of Gods 
c. © Ordinances, he will not ſhew hum- 
C | ſcif bur in his own ways ( other- 
r & wiſe ic is not right ) with taſting 
- || andprayer, ftriving and wraſtling 
I | 2gainft fin, meditation, heavenly 
5, | conference and the like. Or it 
;: | may come in the conſideration of 
4 |} thegreat works of God, as when 
| David faith, Pſal, 8, 3. when TI 
y || behold thy heavens, even che 
$ works of thy fingers, the moon 
2 andthe ftars, which thou haſt oz- 
= E dained 


24 


Grace leading 


ax TC” 0 VER 


dained, VVhat is man ay I, &c. 
{6 this ludden joy and teſtimony, 
may come into the foal alſo by . 
g00d conferences, as to the difci- 
ples travelling tro Emaus, when 
their hearts burned, when Chriſt 
entred into conference with 
them, Luke, 24. 33. So this joy 
may enter into che foul in lome 
tuch meditations and conterences, 
awelling upon the excellency of 
heavenly things compared with 
earthly. Or, when as it fell out 
with Dsntel, that whileſt he was 
a faſting and praying , confeſſing 
his own fins and the fins of his 
people, then the man Gabrzel 
(wham before he had ſeen in the 
j1n:htuce of a man,chap. 8. 16,) 
came and touched him, reporting 
how .tuat his prayer was heard, 
that at ie beginning thereof the 
commandment came forth, and 
(ſanh he ) I am come to ſhew ? 
- thee | 
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Es wonderfull favours ſhewed unto 


f the King the Lord of Hoſts, Lia. 6. 
} 5+ and when God (according un- 
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cheethat thou arr greatly belo- 
ved. Dar. 9. 23, Howlſoever 
certain ir is, thar it alwayes 
comes with the performance of 
holy duties, in Gods ways. 3, By 
what tmpreſſions, it leaves behind 
upon the ſoul, Extraordinary fa- 
wors from God in the ſenſe of the 
ſweet feelings aud raviſhings there» 
of ( intimating Gods love by imme- 
aiate reports of the ſpirit ) fill 
leaves behind them great smpre(ſ- 
ftons of humility, as Terem. 33. 9. 

he ſheweth the effe&t of Gods 


them, And they ſhall fear and 
tremble for all the. gooduneſſe , and 
for all the wealth that 1 ſhew anto 
this City. O,fatth 1ſatab, when he 
had ſeen the Lord upon his 
Throne : Woe is me, for 1 am un- 
clean, 8c. for mine eyes have ſeen 
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to Tots wiſh ) drew near to con: 
fer with him : then he could fay, 
I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eyes ſeeth 
thee , mherefore I abhor my ſelf,and 
repent in duft axd aſhes, Job 42. 
5+ This is the firſt, That hamrli- 
ty imprints and leaves upon the 
ſoul, The ſecond 1s, Thankfulneſſe, 
theſe two accempany one an- 
other :. 1 am leſſe thez the leaſt of 
all thy mercies ſauth David; and 
Pſal. 116, 12. #hat ſhall I ren- 
der anto the Lord for all his bene- 
fits towards me 2 + as though there 
were not enough to render ) 7 wil 
take the cup of ſatuation and call 
upon the name of the Lord, ever 
z0w 1 the preſeace of all bg people, | 
And thus not . onely the ſpirit 
witnefſeth with our ſpirits, that 
we are the children of God': bur 
alſo is. pleaſed now and then to; 
ſhew-himſelf. with more immes- | 
<7 : Ciate | 
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diate ſtronger raviſhingy joies , : 
and teſtimonies of Gods favour, 
ing} ( as it were ) immediately from 
etbÞ heaven, raviſhing the ſoul, and gi- 
df ving it here ſome taſte ( in an ex- 
.2. | traordinary manner ) of tits fu- 
/;-}| ture cternali joies, ſo muchas - 
the mortality is capable of , whereof 
ſe, | ſome oftheSaints have moſt ex- 
an- | perience ar their firſt converfion 
off 1n ſuch a taſte and meaſure, as 
nd | perhaps they never attain in all 
e;- | their life, or ſeldome the like a- _ 
ze-|| gain in degree. 

rel Andyet, as the Sun in heaven, 
-;1 | (though ſometimes it hath flaſh- 
al es of extraordinary brighuneſfle, 
ez: MM hear, and ſhining ) when it doth 
le, © not alwaies ſhine alike in bright» 
rit | neflſe, during the clouding damps, 
at | and eclipſes thereof, is Kill te 
ur || ſame,and lightehs the whole world 
to} with its height (though it donot 

q ſhine forth with its glorious 

BY TE Ez beams) 
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beams ) being the ſame in it ſelf, 
{ucccflively. never leaving us , | 
without ſome light : ſo the ſpi- 
rits refidence in the renewed foul, 
is ſill the ſame in himſelf and us, 
though he ſhine not forth in our 
- nighe ſeaſons, alwaies alike with 
his beams upon us, for our com- 
fort; yet the light thercot ſhed 
abroad, inthe whole parts and 
powers of the ſoul, till enlight- 
ens and upholds the life of Grace 
inusin its life and being : ſhinin 
ont brightly upon us agzin, wit 
its comfortable beams, when the 
ſtorms, eempeſts, and miſts are 
gone , which occafioned theſe 
clouds and damps : and when we 
are ſo weaned from f{cnſe and fee- 
Imgs, that we are contented 70 {ve 
by farth, and to wait the Lords 
leifure for his extraordinary fa- 
vours { for then weare beſt fit- 
$ed th receive extradtdinary fa- | 
| Yours 
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vours and mercies from God , 
when we are contented to fit 
down Saint-like at his tcet; and to 
be contented of his - allowance 
whatſoever, Deat. 33. 2, 10 that 
his conſtant reſidence with: the 
Saints, 15 ever (one way or otaer) 
firm and perpetuall according 
unto Chrifts promiſe, \ never lea» 
ving them comfortleflce altoge- 
ther, manifeſtivg and revealing 
himſelt unto them in all their ex- 
igents, according unto his inf - 
nite wifedome for their good: me- 
king all things work for. the bet 
unto them, Rom. 8. 2B. and ail 
his works { inhis difſertions eb- 
bings and flowings, returns,mani- 
teſtations , )| witneſl ing lefle and 
more, darkly or more clearly;a- 


lone or with our ſpirits, making 


all beautifull in time, when all 
the ends oſour croſſes ſhall meer 


together, Erclef. 3, 31, bringing. 
4  m_ 
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meat from oureaters,and firength 
from our ſtrongeſt croſſes, brin- 
ging his marvellous light out of 
our darkneſſc, and ſeparating rhe 
light from the darknefle, as at the 
Creation, Gen, 1, 4, lomnthis new 
Creation, Which he is a perfeting 
like the morning lighr.that irmay 
ſhine more and more untill the 
perfe& day, Prov, 4. 18. ſoar 
his good pleaſure and at our need 
bringing all our comforts unto 
our remembrance, /oþz, 14,26. 
yea and inhanfing and raiſing the 
eſtimation , taſte, and price of 
them daily in his fleſh and new 
Revelations for our joy and com- 
fort. I Cor, 2. 10, all whichthings 
are wrought by one and the ſelt- 
ſame ſpirit ( as Pax ſpeaks ) di- 
ſtributing ro every man ſeverally 
as he will, 1 (or, 12 11. and gui- 
ding them with lis counſel, until 
he bring them unto gloryQ?ſal. 
I. | 


& 


nd 
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And thus not onely ( We know ) 
and (Know that we know) that thts 
of | &zowledg of our aſſurance of a better 
the fl /zfe to comes 08 counterfeit byGods 
the BY ſp:7rit witnefling with Our ſpirits , 
ew | that we are. the children of God : 
ing] ſometimes 1-2 more high lofty 
and rare immediate. ſtrain of ra- 
he | viſhing joy by himſeltas x were) 
ar} from heaven: and alwaies ( when 
ed | he pleaſerh ro join with the wit- 
to | nefle of our ſpirits » ſometimes 
6. | againina {weer, more often and 
he || laſting manner unto the end. - The 
of | differencabeing, That the former 
wil # amore ſtrong and vehement ra- 
n- | wiſheno joy, commirg and felt 
ps i rarelyupor extraordinary occaſions 
t- and bard trials, making ſhort 2- 
i- | 4odewithms at the time., heavens 
ly | fca#:22 days of: extraordinary far 
i- | cours, The other by turns , in 
il | ſome atyers degrees and mea- 
ſares , ſweet , , more temperate, 
very 
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very ſure, and holding out mith ws 
oftner #n thoſe his reports and ma- 
zife ations unto the end: ſobal- 
lancing the exceſſvue vehemency 
and meaſure of the former , in ts 
more mild la fling conttuuance it 
the latter, And thus at length by 
the affiGance of this blefled ſpirit, 
weare drawing near to viewrhis 
matchlefſe Building, not made 
' With hands, but eternal in the hea- 
vens. 

But O ! who is {ſufficient for 
theſe things> what tongue of Men 
or Angels can ſheww«forth the 
{ame > wherefore, O:thou great 
Archite& of wonder; who | thun- 
dereſt with thy voice, and eauſt 
do mighty things which we know 
not: who hath made the earth 
by thy power, eſtabliſhed the 

+ world by thy  wiſedome, and 
ſtretched out the Heayens by thy 
diſcretion,who meaſureſt the wa 

ters 
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ters by thy fiſt, who haſt com- 
prehended the duſt of the Earth 


| 10 a meaſure, weighed the moun» 


tains ina weight, and the hills in a 
ballance, who canſt make weight 
to the winds, and weigh the VVa- 
ters by meaſure. Thou before 
whom all nations are as nothing, 
and lefle then 'nothing and vanity, 
before whom the mountains trem= 
ble and the hills melt , at whoſe 
fight the world is burned up, and 
all char is therein, O thou who 
Aretcheſt our the heavens hike a 


curtain, like a moſren looking 


Slafſe, and hath fpread them our 
*as rents to dwell in, who baft 
commanded: 'all their. armies, 
counting the ſtars, and calling all 
the hoſts of ther by their names, 


who leageth the blind by a W ay! 


that they have nor known, making, 
darkneſle light before them. O 
do thou take us by the hand, _ 
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lead us along unto this heavenly ' 
building of thine, making dark- 
nefſe light before us,who are igno- 
rant how to paſs along in-theſe hea- 
venly Labyrinths; & pave us apaſ- 
ſage in this unpaved way, opening 
our eyes and apprehenfions to {ee 
and underſtand ſome of the won- 
derful things contained therein, 
We know, that inthe day of our 
fleſh;all that we can have of Thee, 
and. of-rthis Buzldizg, 1s but 4 taf 
of thy gr ations goodpneſſe , and that. 
Wh not ſeen,car heard,8: that 
angrenter into mans heart, what 
thou haſt dbne.,,for them that love 
thee, and fear before thee(even be- 
fore the ſons qfmen )-much more 
in heaven, Bur ſeeing thy {pirit 
ſcarcheth all chings, even the deep 
things of thee ourGod, who know- 
eft the courſe, with the height, 
and breadth, and depth, and length 
of heaven and carth, and canſt _s 
the 
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the rule thereof on the carth, and 
canſt by him reveal unto us, what 
it pleaſeth thee tro m3ke known of 
theſe ftnknown wondertull things. 
O Lerthy good ſpirit guide and 
lead us along into this land of the 
living, this heavenly building of 
thine, and guide us from room 
to room, joy to joy , glory to 
glory , aſtomſhment. to aſto- 
niſhment thereof , in ſome ravi- 
ſhing aſtoniſhing way , as our 
hearts may ever thereaſter, be ta- 
ken up vvith delight admiration, 
and vvonder : ſoas the ſvveer rafts, 
raviſhments, joies, raptures, and 
| glory thereof ( though vve vvan- 
der upon earth into the vvilder- 
neſle of this vvorld ) may make 
us remove to'dvvell in heaven, 
vvith heavenly converſation and 
affe&ions morethen ever, O dil- 
cover ſomevvhat of the excelexcy 
thereof unto us, and ſuffer us, it 


It 
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it be thy good pleaſure) to peep 
a little into the eterxtty thereof , 
vvhich may make us groan ear- 
neftly for the full manifeftarion 
of the ſame, vvith a diſcovery of 
all thoſe conſiderations, which 
may bring and lead-us aloft; unto 
_ this high bzgb and lefty place of e- 
teraztty, tro dwell with thee fore- 
ver, But pow (inthe firſt place ) 


let. us come to view, 


The excellency of this Build. 
zng 18 general, 


In five particulars. 7, In that 

Its ſaid, To be 4 Build;ng prepe- 

red: as here when Prices and 

Noblemen intend magnificent en- 
rertainment , though they 
divers houſes of note, yer 

have one manſion houſe a 

the reſt, which«hey. furnyb 

Prepare for entertaining of theit 

| choice 
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choice, and chief reſpeed belo- 
ved friends, as NNebuchadnezzar, 
Daz. 5. 27. of his Pallace, % not 
this great Babel, which 1 bave 
built for the houſe of the King- 
dome , by the might of my poner , 
and the howouy of my Majeſty, So 
God to ſhew forth to the Saints 
the glory and magnihcence of his 
power, hatn prepared this magni- 
que Building, ro entertatnthem 
for ever, wherein he hath ſhewed 
the ſtrength, power, and inventi- 
WM on, to make ir {ſuitable to the Buil- 
ders eminency, moſt magnifique 
and excellent, which muſt the 
more excell above all other ſtru- 
ures and buildings, which ever 
were Or can be imagined, as the 
Maſter bujlder thereot w beyond 
all others, in art, skill, riches, in- 

vention, and power. 
And then tecondly, The excel- 
lency hereof is ſhewed by The «n- 
| valuable 
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valuable price of that purchaſe that 
was paid fer it ; fuch a ranſome, 

as nothing elle could purchaſe it, 

bur the bloud of the eterual Son of 
God,yea, more than Heaven it felt. 

It was thought a wonder, anda 
great matter, whereat 7 [rect Was 
fore orieved,when the King of Afg- 
ab {acrificed hu,the King of Edoms 
eldeſt ſyn, for a burnt offering i in 
his Ciſtreſle, 2 Kin.3.27, Amos. 
2.1, Bur ob! here 1s more caule of 
admiration, Thar God ſhould be- 


come Man, ſuffer and gdic,ifcarnare 


1n our nature, & be ſacrificed for 
our ſins upon the Crofle, that ig - 
nominious and curſed death:and al 
by the appointment and dercrm1- 
'nate counſell oi God, Ard there= 
tore the agen may wel come. 
I Tobz 3." . with his admiration, 
Behold - th love thefatber bath ge- 
Ver 5, thi we ſhould. be called rhe 
fees of God; no love like unta this, 
which 


which is further ſer forth by an un- 
expreſlible expreſſion. Toba 3.16. 


For God ſo loved the world , that he 


hath gtuen his onely begotten ſon, & 
that whoſoever beleeveth in bim 
ſhall not periſh, but bave everla #- 
zng life, : 

Thirdly the excellency thereof 


appears in this : that. here ſhall be, 


The fulneſſe extent and accompleſh= 
ment of al the rich, and exceeding 
prertzom promiſes; tor here we have 
many great and rich + promiſes 
made , the extent whereof in their 
promiſed fulneſſe )) are not fulfil- 


L led in this life , what then 2 ſhall: 


they be in vain 2 ohno; they muſt 
be fulfilled either here or in hea- 


ven: for no word: of God pro-' 
ceeding our of his mouth, muſt. 
return again, untill it have perfor-* 
med that for which it was ſent. 
Iſacs 5+. to. Here then muſt needs: 
be an excellent place, where the full* 


extent and. accompliſhment of all 
wand E promiſes 
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promiſes ( as they came from hea- 
ven ) ſhall all m a concurrence 
meet and jully be accompliſhed un- 

tous, in thelargenefle of their ex- 
rent whatſoever, 

Again, this is ſuch a Building, 
wherein we ſball fully fill up allthe 
powers and faculties of the ſoul , and 
ſatwfie the ſame anto the bergbr of | 
conteximent ; forhere, we cannor 
{atisfie any one faculty of the ſou), 
but it hath emprinefſe , and ſome 
further defire : the eye isnot fatis- 
fied with ſecing, nor theear filled 
with hearing, Ecelef. 1, $, nor is 
the heart, with injoying, bur that it 
hath further inlargements. Bur 
here the whole ſoul and all the 
p_ and faculties thereof, fhall 
be filled with a ſatisfaQory commen- 
tation, Not like that enforced up- 

__ en us inthis life (whereio in aMic- 
ons and croſſes we look up bnto 
God) and fit down under the fame 

_ by patience, becauſe God ( we 

know) 
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know ) will have it ſo, therefore 
ſubmiccing ourſelves unto his geod 
pleaſure in all things. ) But with a 
high joytull tree contentarton, fatis- 
fatory to fill up the utmoſt of 
all the powers and faculries of the 
foul, ſo as it ſhall be impoſſible to 
have a thought beyond it, 

And further, in this glorz0us Burl- 


| ding, the foul” ſhall not onely be 


ſarisfied, umo the extent of all ſa- 
rsfactory fulnefſe : Bur, #2 ſhall be 
alſo ſatisfied to wonder and admira- 
£702, at the ſurpaſſing excellencies 
thereof : as'itis ſaid, 2. Theſ.1, 10, 
of Chri## , that he ſhall come to be 
glorified tn bis Saints, aitd to be 
made marvellous 1% all them that be- 
liewez marvellous indeed; for then 
we ſhall fee marvells beyond' ad- 
miration, and beyond the diſciples 
who wondered at the goodly ſtones 
of the materiall Temples, arype 
hereof, Bur yet more diſtin&ly to 


deſcribe this glorious Buildingy we 


F 2 muſt 
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muſt inftance them in divers partt- 
culatrs. a 


1. 11 the Titles given unto it 


1. Chriſt calleth ic. John, 14,1. 
Hr Fathers Heuſe.Travellers in hot 
countries, have Tents and Taber- 
nacles, to reſt in fora while, where 
they ſtay not long ; but here is a 
manſion nouſe, an-abiding and reſt. 
ing place, and: therefore now we 
may well be bidden to ariſe to go 
hence : for here. 45. wat our reSting 
place, untill we. come, unto this 


- Hauſpon-howſe , our fathers houſe ; 


where we muſt needs expe allthe 
tree kindnefles 'what{ocuer, and to 
receive them- tbundantly ; for, he 
who ſpared not bis own ſon, but gave 
him for 4 all to death , bew. ſhall he 
zot with himgiuewall things alſos 
Rom. 8. 32, And then, again it is 
called a C:ty in, oppotition to. our: 
Eqxrbly Tabernacle , which is the 

Norm »- realon | 
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reaſon rendred. Hebry., 11. 9, 10, 
Why Abrabam was ſo willing to 
dwell zz Tents : for he looked for 4 
City, which had a foundation, whoſe 
builder aid maker ts God. So 1t1s 
Heb. 13.14. That here, we have 
20 continuing City, but we look for 
e732 to come, and as ina City,there 
are gathered together , the conflu- 
ence and riches of all the good 
things 11 the Country round abour 
it, beſides that it is aſerled reſting 
place, (not like Tents and Taber- 
nacles, fleeting up and dowh, here 
. to day, and away tO mo1row, ) 50 
in heaven, The Cety of the 1iving God, 
the Celeft1all Teruſalem, there muſt 
needs be the abundance of all hea- 
vens ſurmounting excellencies; And 
laftly, it is called ( heaven ) as 4 
houſe of the moſt rare and admira- 
ble trucure,made by God himfelt, 
( without hands ) wherein we may 
cocetve, if theſe inferior yiſible hea - 
ves in our view(adorned with ſuch 
CT) #3 vane 
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varieties of unconceivaÞle beauties) 
fo amaze our ſpirits; and the fear” 
fall and wonderfull making of our | 
earthly houſes, ſo tranſport ( as 
NaVia confefleth of bis fearful aud 
wonderful making ; how much more 
admirable is this rere Buildtag , 
HManſios, and refling place of the 
Almighty? all things being fomuch 
the more excellent, as God ſheweth 
timſclt to be an immediate agent $& 
aQor therein. 


—— 


2#Tbe Scituation thereof. 


For lo, lo how it ſtands ( as it is 
faid 5 of Gods Mountain ( the 
Church ) exalted above the hills. 
1/2. 2.3. and above the tops of the 
Mountajas, yea as though Moun- 
tains were ſet above Mountains of 
the top of one another ; yet this 
high 4nd lofty place is far above all 
the heaven of heavens, above all 
RKorms and tcmpeſis; and vexations 
; whazjEver, | 


ſafely lie, in the higheſt elevation 
that may be ſcituare; not amongſt 
briars and thorns, as our houſes arc; 
or among ſtrangers and oppreſ- 
fors, bur where we ſhall be moſt 
beloved and welcome, amongſt all 
our friends and kindred, where 
Chriſt is with all che Saints and 
Angels. Tis ſhall be heaven to be 
with Chriſt whereſoever he is; ts 
follow the Lamb whereſoeUry he goeth: 
Fatber, 1 will that thoſe whom thou 
haſt giver me be with me where I a 
that they may behold my glory, Tohs 
17.24. and fo, Ts be ever with the 
Lord, 1 Thelſ. 4.17, Then alſo the 
_ praiſe of a building is, to be ſciry- 
ate in a pleaſant, not in an unplea-” 
{ant dirty place, as thoſe cities were 
which Ss lomen gave to Hiram King 
of Tyr, 1 King, 9. 11, ( which he 
therefore refuſes) ns this buldu 
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is placed where pleaſures abound 
for evermore;called?/al.; 5.18.the 
Rivers of his pleaſures, tar before 
the rivers of rhar earthly Paradiſe, 

, which had bur one Tree of Lite, 
guarded with Cherubims anda fla- 
ming ſword, watered with four Ri- 
vers running through it, whereof 
; whoſoever drunk might thirſt a- 
g4in ; but, here there runneth alex 
' pure Riter of water of life , of 
which whoſoever tafteth and drink- 
eth, ſhall never thir # again, but be 
in them a well of water ſpringing «p 
unto everlaſting life, with a Tree of 
Life growing o# each ſide thereof, 
guaraed with wo flaming ſword, or 
affrighting Cherubim;but tree to en- 
Joy the full vertue thereof, ro live 
for cver- And then again, In our 
houſes we love to have our build- 
ings with excellent lights (which is a 
commendarion to them;)bur inHea- 
.ven,in this buildings,this commodi- 
ty ſhal be inthe perfeion hereof 
by . E0t, 
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Col.y.12.called The snheritance of the 
Saints in light ; our of all morral, 
artificial, andnatural darkneſs,even 
the Sun it ſelf being darknefle,com- 
pared with the light thereot:always 
light, and light all over, lightened 
by Chrift the Lambe, who is the 
lighr thereof , - not like the Sun, 
which lightens but a part of the 
world,and leaves the other dark;bur 
lightall over, and nothing but light: 
no light like unto this, always and 
ever light, and many umes lighter 
than that of the Sun, mentioned 
I(atah 30. 26. which is {a1d, ſhould \ 
| be like the light of ſeven dayes, 
when the Lord bindeth up the 
breach of his people, and healeth 
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next Conſideration is, 


The Materials, Form, or Matter of 23 
this guilding. 


It # immaterial , not made of 4 
ſtone - 


h— 
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ſtone, or marble, or any ſuch hike 
ſubſtance, 4 building xot made with 
bands ; tar ſurpaſſing all other 
Buildings, as God is the moſtcun- 
ning Maſter Builder ; we know not 
what it is, but it is ſer forth unto 
us, Revyel, 21, inthe higheſt expreſ[- 
fions of all chings which with us arc 
accounted excellent, as Gold, Pearl, 
Bramonas, with at other pretious 
Foxes whatlocver , and the peve- 
ment of Gold, as 4 ſpineng glaſs. 
þ Whereby the Holy-Ghoſt would 
| have us inlarge ard ſtretch forth 
our meditations uno the furtheſt 
- excent of comprehenſion, by things 
[ within the compaſſe of our reach, 
eo meditate upon things incompre- | 
henfible : that by Ml She which 
are = re and pretious,excelient, du- 
rable, attraQtive, and admirable, we 
| might be in love with, and long at- 
ter things far aboye all exprefſion 
| of Mcn and Angels, Another thing 
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4+ The Capacity and Extent of 
this Building, 


For zt & large and hath room e- 
rough for af , as Chriſt ſpeaketh 
| John. 1441. 11 my fathers beaſe are 
many dwelling places, wherein none 
ſhall be ftraitned, as it was with 
Atrahem and Lot, whom the land 
could nor bear, becauſe of their ſub- 
Rance,Gez.t3.6, and betwixt 1/sac 
and Avimelech.Gen. 26, who were 
therefore forced to divide and part 
dwellings : but in heaven is large- 
nefle and room cnough tor all : nor 
like Topher, Iſs. 30- 3 3. whica by 
the Prophet is, ſaid to be, « plare, 
deep end large z not for any 1e- 
freſhing, bur tor the Torments and 
miſcry therein, but none for conve- 
niencie and comfort; where, for all 
this | largenefſe, they ſhall be 1o 
rained, as it there were bur room 
for one oncly, whereas in heaven, 
bees re 
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there ſhall be ſuch largeneſſe of 
room, as though heaveu were but 
for one onely, rhere ſhall be ſuch 
room for all. And then we have to 
confider, | 


«. The Furniture of this Buil- 
ans, 


For in oar houſes here, uſually 
the glory of them 1s, the” riches of 
their adorning inwardly ( in heaven 
is expreſſed there to be laſting and 
enduring for ever , all the furniture 
thereof ) whereas. ours are tranſt- 
tory, and ſubject either_to_corrup- 
tion and vaniſhing, or both; where 
Theeves may dig through and ſteal. 
Mat. 6. 19, And therefore the 
Siints are ſaid to have indured joy- 


Fully the ſpoiling of their goods, 
becauſe they had tn Heaven a better 


" and more induring ſub tance. Heb, 
Io. 34+ And1 Cor: 7.13. He wonld 
have us to ule this world,as though 
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we uſed it not, becauſe the faſhion 
or ſtage play thereof paſSeth way, But 
the riches of this building are ſuch, 
as ſhall eadure for ever, Where 


no Worm Can come to eat Or Con- 


{ume the furniture thereof, which 
we know not tull we ſee it, butt 1s 
expreſſed by Crowns, Treaſures , 
#hiterobes, and the like, all under- 
ſtood which may be infinitely 


comprehended thereby , when we 


enjoy the ſame, The next 15 to look 
upon, 


6, The Compaxy we ſhall enjgy 


there, 


111 Company torments our Spi- 
rits much ; Solomon fays, that it is 
better to dwell on the houſe top, 


than with a contentious woman in a 


large houſe, And David ( ahely 


man ). was weary of dwelling-in 
Meſhes, and having his habitation in 


the Tepts of Kedar, And in Sodome, 
I, their 


os 
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ctheit unjuſt converſation did: vex 
Lots righteous ſoul. And ler. 9.2, 
He wiſhes tor a Cottage of way- 
faring men in the wilderneſs, that 
he mighr leave his people, being all 
Adulterers and Rebels, rather than 
ro live in ſuch i] company But 
here in heaven, The excellency of the 
Company far exceeds the building : 
The preſence of God himſelfte in 
our Fathers houſe, of Chriſt and 
the holy Ghoſt in Trmity, not en- 
joying them as here, onely in our 
aflitance of the ſpirit, but then an 
hungred times more clearly than 
now : they ſhall dwell with us, and 
. we ſhall have full and clear imme- 
diate Communion with them; and 
ſo withall the holy Angels, who 
here are ſaid 10 be miniſtring Spi- 
ries unto us, Heb, I. (a very'great 
_ favour)butrhen we:ſhall fee much 
more' clearly into their narure and 
exce}jency, and know nweh better 
what tliey! are, and have. done for” 
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us. And ſo to have ſociety with the 
Saints, the Family of Heaven, all of 
one Nature, Will, AfſeQion Mind, 
Defire, Aim,and Endeavour ; wuh- 
 ourany croſsnes, burthen,or diſtem- 
per to one another,as here, Though 
aS it is ſaid, Ezek, 2.6. we dwell 
here amongft rebels, thorns and 
{corptons,yet there ſhall be no ſuch 
annoyance, where of all things that 
offend, ſhall none rrouble. There 
ſhall be no Goars in that Fold ; no 
no Scorpions to bare, no Thoms 


| and Briars in our ſides ro prick, no 


 mockers, flanderers 6r backbiters, 
no tares or darnel or chaffe among 
that wheat, no offenſive or unclean 
ehing can, or ſhall enter there : all 


ſhall be pure and holy. Another 


Confideration 15, 
7. Our employment there. 
This alfo ſets forth the exceſlen- 


ac of this building : we fhall =_ 
| e 
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be idle there ; Foreven in the eit 2c 
of Innocency, Adam was let and ap” 
pointed to dreſs and trim Paradiſe. 
The ſoul it ſelf is not capable of 
reſt, but muſt have ſome employ: 
ment. And though it be ſaid Rev. 
14. That the dead are fully bleſſed, 
becauſe they ret from their labours, 
(which is onely meant of their irk- 
{ome toyling upon earth and 15 
not ſaid to bar us from an imploy- 
mentin heaven , ſuitable- unro that 
eftate we ſhall enjoy there, For of 
thoſe deſcribed, Revel. 7. 13, 15. 
who had made their long Robes 
white in the blood of theLamb,{ha+ 
ving gone through many tribulati- 
ons)It is faid,tThatf\ Therefore they 
are inthe preſenceot the Throne of 
God, and ſerve him day and night 
in his Temple, and he that ſatteth . 
on the Throne will dwell among 
them. ] So that as here, #t # our 
daty to ſerve God continually , fo 
there, it ſhall beour boar remarks 
| an 
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ward and delight (when all other 1c- 
lations & ſervices ſhal have an end) 
to be perpetual [peRators & actors 
of ſo much raviſhing excellency , 
all which ſervice ſhall be done and 
continued with much freedome and 
joy. and without any pain or wea- 
rinefſe unto us, becauſe as in the 
Lord Jehovah, there « everla Ring 
ſtrength; lo we ſhall from him re- 
ceive everlaſting ſtrength, and per- 

. perual refreſhing from him, ſo as 
we ſhal never be weary of our im- 
ployment, bur it ſhall be our de- 
light & joy co ſerve and praiſeGod 
for ever. For, though he hath no 
need of our {ervice, yet we ſhall 
thus be perperually honored & de- 
lighted by it. It ſhal be our ravith- 
ing delightful imployment to ſerve 
God in Chriſt continually. The laſt 
main conſideration of this Building 
which 1s a great one, 
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8. The pt; efſion and enjoying. 


For, tis makes up the pitch 
of all eur Bleſlednefle ( :not the 
poſleſion onely ) bur the com- 
tortab!e enjoying of whar we do 
poſſefie, ina joytull manner. For 
in the middeſt of riches, and abun- . 
dars outward things, yet a man poſ- 
{efled of them may live 1n want, ha- 
ving no comfortable poſſeſſion of 
them, or quiet enjoying of them: 
as It 15 one thing to live, 8 another 
thing to.live joyiully, andasa man 
may be old, and yet not {aid to have 
lived long, when he hath not injoy- 
cd his lite comfortably. So it 1s 
here, in all wich hath been ſaid 
of ihis Building , if weinjoyed not 
what we poſicficdand that fully , 
there were no -bicſſednefle in it, 
Thu « theCrows of all to 1njoy what 
we pejſeſſe. But there, 232 4 ſpectall 
manner, we ſpall enjoy the preſexce 
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of God in Chriſt, with the holy Gho F, 

berng preſent to our ſight and under - 
flanding, fully and clearly unto all e- 
zernity, Onearth , the Saints have 
no Communion or tellowſhip with 
the Trinity, God in Chriſt and hts 
bleſled ſpirit, but what 1s joined 
with diſtractions and interruprions 
of their comtorts and feelings, ha- 
ving times of diſſcrtions, and with« 
drawing of their comforts. But it * 
ſhall not be ſo in heaven, where, 
we ſhall have a tull raviſhing inte- 
leual underſtanding of the bleſſed 
Trinity ; as it 15 wicked mens miſe- 
ry to he without God in the world, 
who know. and can ſpeak many 
good things, bur have no true taſte 
and intoyment of the ſame,.wanting 
the heavenly influence and com- 
forts thereot : and as in this life 1t 15 
a Godly mans afflition, to want 
Gods preſence, being ſ{canted in his 
favours, io there ( on the contra= 
ry ) it ſhall be onr everlaſting blef- 
| G 2 {ednefle 
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ſedneſſe, that we ſhaB fully ſce and 
enjoy, with all the whole powers and 
might of the ſoul , with an aftual in- 
relletinal ful fiaht, the fulneſſe of 
God in fruition of the Beatifical viſt- 
ex for ever,as 1t Is1/7 oha,2 42 .Dearly 
beloved now are we the ſons of 
Cod, bur yetit 1s not made mani- 
teſt, what we ſhall be, and, we 
k iow that when be ſhall be made ma- 
aifet, welball be like him, for we 
{hall fee him as he 8, Tt 15 true 1n- 
deed, that God the father is inviſt- 
ble, that no man hath ſeen God at 
any time, and that he cannot be 
ſeen,no not with our cyes glorified; 
Gut we ſhall have 8 fui cl-ar diftint 
fight and under S*anding of the ful- 


The Bea- neſſ E f Goa in the Beatificall viſon, 
rifical vi-#> Chr1# Jeſus, who ts ſaid to be the 


zmage of t*+-' inviſible God tn whom 


Clear underfFandins of God in 
Chre#, with the fulntj]e of an 13 e- 
lettual kaowiedge, that we {hails a; 
it were) be pitched and rolled up. 
on the continual 1:cazticn of the & 
tisfakory tulneiſe of that our 
knowledge and enjoying of that 
beatifical vifion for ever. Which 
it ſeemeth is that which the Apo- 
ſtle atmeth ar 1. Cor. 15. 28. 4d 
when al things ſhalbe ſub1ned then 
ſhal the Sax bimſelf alſo be ſubje3, 
unto him, who did ſubdue al things 


| ander him that God may be a'l iz all. 


So religning his Mediatorſhip, to 
 liveasan heir with us in one body, 
in the bcholding of this infinite ra- 
| viſhing aſtoniſhing glory of the ful- 

_ neſs of God ( the loadſtone of hea- 
ven)which ſhall faſten and draw the 
eyS of this whole great body upon it, 
as welſce pur Iro 1n the fire, & with- 
in a while it ſhews not Iron, but red 
all fire, being defuſed through the 
ſame, So the love of God,and thoſe 
4. Gy gry 
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glorious influences of heavenly rays 
comming from him , ſhall fer the 
whole ſoul ſoa fire with the love 
of God, as it fhall ſhew all love to 
him, with ſuitable retarns of what 
continually floweth from him, re- 
fleting upon us. As the Ocean 
( out of its fulneſſe ) filleth: and 
floweth into the rivers: which 
continually return of that fulneſſe 
back again into the Ocean, ſo {hall 
1t be continually betwixt God and 
us. And to fill up the fulneſſe of 
this bleſſed injoyment , there ſÞa!! 
be withal a ful report made unto the 
foal, that all thus joy and bleſſedneſoe 
fha! be ſo for ever without any end. 
It were elſe a dimunition of this 
fulnefs of joy,and enjoyment there- 
of, if therewith there: ſhould nor 
be a report made unto the ſoul,and 
aſſurance of the endleſs continuance 
of the ſame for ever, 1h.that ſame 
degree of tulneſs and raviſhing joy. 
. Buethis is not all, we have not 
| yer 
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I ts 
yet done, for this Gifcevery of hea- 
vens bleſ{ſcineſie , in that excellent 
eftate tocome, yet ſummorertt1 us 
ere we paſie from thence: ro con- 
Iider of Frve Particulars 1076, tor 
now: having touched rhe handles of 
this door, my pen muſt yer drop 
down myrrh, and my fingers pure 
myrrh tor a while. | 

Firſt, /z this life,we know,under- 1 
ftand and ſee many things, we can- 
not cnjoy,attain, Or reaGiv unto; net 
ther can we ſee,cnjoy or poſicis any 
thing, but we may have a thought, 
defire, wiſh, or reach beyond 1t 
to with for more beyond ny thing 
which may be attained-1m this ite : 
and ftill multiply our thoughts as 
may numbers, tor we capavot think 
of ſo high a number, buctiere. may 

be an addition unto it, above &t. 
A man may. ſee much , þuc ſill 
there is ſomewbat. beyoud $45 
ſight that he cannot fee : neither 
can he injoy-or poſſeſle allbeſcerh. 
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But in heaven , the ſoul ſhall have 


- that which ſhall fll the - underRan- 


ding, and all the powers and fa- 
culties of the ſoul to the outmoſt, 
with that clearneſle and fulneſle of 
underſtanding, that it ſhall poſſefle 
all it ſeerh, and injoy all inthar ful- 
nefſe, that it ſhall nor be able to 
have, a thought, with or, defire be- 
yond that it (eerh, enjoyeth, poſſeſ- 
ſeth, and apprehendeth, without ad- 
miſſion of any addition whatſoever: 
even from that one end and coaſt of 
heaven to the: other , as the Loxd 
ſaid to Joſhua of Canaazs poſſeſſion, 
Joſh. x. 3. TY 

| Andſecondly our actions in this 
lifeare all performed with ſome 
labour and wearinefle, all things 
are full of labour man cannot utter 
it, Eccleſ, all the works that are 
done under the Suga, are vanity and 
vexation of ſpirit, there is care in 
getting, care in enjoying and keep- 
wg, and forrew in parting w_ 
ha ts nem 
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them. But zz heaven all our ations 
ſhall beperformed with jreedome and 
eaſe, without any wearineſſe , as we 
ſee the Sun ſhineth freely upon us; 
and without nearimeſje : yea there 1s 
labour aud ſome toil in cur bei affe 
zons meditation and prayer, ſome 
wraflling and ſiriving therein, but 
iz heaven all ſhall te done freely with 
eaſe, and mithout any care or wea- 
rineſſe. 


. Thirdly, 7z this life we 1njoy ma- 


ay temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings are - 


ot truly ſenſible of , apprehending 
the full uſe of them, as of. our 
health life, liberty, maintenance, 
beſides many ſpiritual mercies we 
are encompaſſed with about: and ſo 
not underſtanding them, we have 
not a full enjoying of the comfort 
of them, and ſo fall ſhort ot being 
thankfull for them. But zz hea- 
wer we ſhall ſee fally and clearly znte, 
round about,axd through all cur mer- 
cies, baving & ful —— 
an 
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and comfort of all ( it comfort be 
notto mean an expreſſion for our 
eſtate in heaven , where ſhall be 
nothing to interrupt, leſſen,or make 
an addition unto that bleſſed eſtate; 
wherein we ſhall be above all co- 
torts, enjoying the God and fount- 
ain oſall comtort and conſolation) 
when alſo ſhall be effe&ed thar 
prayer of the Apoſtle : that being 
rooted and grounded in love, we 
ſhall underſtand, and be able to 
comprehend with all Saints, wh:t is 
the breadth, and length, and depth 
and height , and the love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth knowledge, that we 
might be filled with all the fulneſs 
of God, Epheſ, 3. 18. underſtand= 
ing the myſtery of that knowledge 
which trom the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, and 
the riches of this glorious inheri- 
tance among the Saints, Epheſ. 1.18 
Then we ſhall ſee into and know all 
this, and the utmoſt reach of all 

Our 
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our mercies diſtig&tly and have 


an everlaſting infighr into them 
de | all, Fi: 


CC And more fourthly,here we hope, 
e; | or., and bave great expetation of 
D- N #1any thipgs , having excellent and 


t- | ſfrong conceits of them, al which 
1) when we poſſeſſe and 1n)0y , they an- 
at | ſwer zo0t our hopes, and prove far 
g i wrder our expeRation, g1ving us no 
Ee | ſuitable contentation : but zz Hea- 
O || ver weſhal ind al things far beyond, 
s | and ſurmounting al our thougbts , 
1 || wiſhes, bopes, expetations, and ima- 
, | £r7nations : thar:like as the Queez of 
Sheba, when ſhe ſaw how far So- 
lomorxs royalty ' and magnifice nce 
exceeded the report thereof, that 
2 f half thereof had mot been told : 
> | much more hail we find: ut ſo in 
1 | heaven, where al things ſhal tar ſur- 
- K mountthar, which now here we can 
\ | imagineor think of, for it eye hath 
I not ſeen, car heard, neither harh it 


come into mans heart, what things 
God 
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God hath prepared for them that 
love him in this life, 1 Cor, 2, 6, 
A taſte whereof if they be known 
unto us by Reveiation of the ſpirir in 
this life, how much more fully ſhall 
all be revealed- in the ſtrength of 
their excellency in the life to come: 
when he who doth for #s bere abun- 
daztly above al that we are able to 
think or (peak; ſhall much more make 
heavenly things be and appeay ſo in 
the life to come. 
Fifthly, all choſe mercies and com- 
forts we do tnjoy here, they are but 
ſncceſſively and by percemeal injoyed, 
one after another. Bur in heaven we 
ſhall have the full ſight,clear injoy- 
ing and poſſeſſion of all our mer- 
cies at once, which ſhall ſupera- 
bundantly fill up the meaſure*ot 
our joys, when all ſhall appear at 
Once unto. us, never having any 
thing more preſent themſelves ſuc- 
ceſfively by pieces unto us : but a 
full clear underſtanding of all ar 
| Once 
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once : alhwhich put together and 
thought of, may well encourage 
and hearten us to look joyfully on 
the other fide of death,unto 

This Building given of God not 
made auth hands what excellency 


may there be 1n this , were nor the 


heavens and earth we enjoy and ſec 

alſo made without hands > yes, 

Bur, this expreſſion adds noaderfully 

unro the excellency of this Building : 

diftinguiſhing it to be farbefore all 
the reſt, as being z0t made with 
hsas : this earth and heavens we 
enjoy being but as the work of man 
compared with the exceeding excel- 
lency and glory of this heaven of 
heavens. The -— Ar HMafter-peece 
of God n0t made with hanas, the car;- 
014 magnificent Pallace of all bis moſt 
reyal enteriainments : @ (irange 
building ( as was ſaid of Melchize- 
dec) without father, without mother 
without any known beginning or en- 


42g, vuch a place alſo, wherein - 


al 
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all our merctes are conveyed by God 
himſelf, unto us without hands for e- 
ver. And thus by atfiftance ofGods 
bleſſed ſpirit, we are ar length 
come tO PEEP 1NtO 


The Perpetutty aud eternity. of 
"this Building, 


Eternal in the Heavens, what e- 
ternal, and cternalin the Heavens | 
ar hour in Heaten were more then 
eternity por earth, O ſaith David 
a day in thy Court is better then a 
thouſand every where, 1 had rather 
be a door-keeper in the houſe of 
my God, then dwell in the Taber- 
nacles of wickednefle, Plal. 84.10. 
Now, Eternity # that which ſhall 
endure for ever: that w, ſhall never 
have an end, Andthen zt ſhall never 
have ay intermiſſion , aor period, 


pauſe, eclipſe, or any cloud tooverſhas 


dowtt : aSinthis world, in all our 


As ' 
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as Solomon ſaith, Eccleſ, 7. 18, 
Here we have {ll , thi [et over 4- 
gain that , that here we might find 
nothing after 245. Bur there, in hea- 
ven itis pot ſo, all things ſhall be 
aſtcr us, and after us withour any 
overſhadowing , cloud, or inter- 
miſſion whatſoever, and an eſtate 
without any cnd : which thus ex- 
rendeth it ſelf, that though we may 
out live our eſtates, yet there we 
cannot outlive our happineſfe, E- 
terntiy being 1, A pare continued 
aZ that cannet end. 2. Anuntiverſal 
af of all the powers of the ſoul at one 
time: thisno man upon earth can 
at, with all the powers of the ſoul 
at once , but Kill there muſt bea 
ceſſation of one or other POWEeTL 
thereof, when the other acts, but 
there all ſhall a& ar once, without 
intermiſſion of any one faculty Or 
power ot the ſoul. 


And Jaſtly, for the Degree, it ſhall | 


be ever the ſame, and ſhall _ 
O 
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of no diſcent , of the leaſt degree 
thereof, no ebb or dimunition at all 
here we 1injoy not our beſt com- 
forts ft1]l in the ſame degree, we 
have viciflitndes of ebbing and flow- 
ing, lomerimes ſad, and ſometimes 
mad tor laughter; we dance and leap 
like the Creple healed, As 3. and 
by and by weare quiet again, And 
even our beſt joyes of the Spirit 
have ther ebbings and flowings : 
at our firſt converſion and after, 
they are not the ſame in Degrees, 
but have their eciiples and ſun- 
ſhines ; much adoe we have to tune 
our hearts and ſpirits for meditati- 
on and prayer, and much more ado 
_ to keep them 1mm compaſle being 
runed; we rejoyce and are fad 
again ; we have teeling, and anon 
again, cre long we complain for 

want thereof, But iz Heavens, our 
Joys ſtand ſit? tu the ſame herght and 
degree eternally for ever ; For, look. 
what hetght of taſt, ſenſe, joy, delsghr, 


ou 


or ralviſhment we have aud feel at 
fort, ( after the extent of many mel- 
| lions of years that we have been 1u 
Heaven) t#t ſhall ever be at the ſame 
height and degree of fuluefs, without 
any deſcent or ebbe, This Hanna 
ſhall never be loathed, but be eter- 
nally the ſame, in all tull ſenſible 
contentment of Degree tor ever, So 
as we ſhall tat Eternity every mo- 
ment,And that this is ſo of neceſſity, 


That n0 other Eſt ate can fit the Saints 
but an Eternal Eſtate, 


J 
% 
; 


It is clear by divers reaſons, Firſt 
| Inregard of God, And then Second- 
| ly,Of the Saints themſelves,Pirſt,ln L 
regard of GoJ, 1.Becaaſe of the end 
of the Creation, That all things were *® 
made for his Glory, and he mui# be 
eternally glorified by us in Heaven ; 

therefore he muſt confer upon us 

an eternal ſuitable eſtate, enabling 

us to give him glory toralleter- . * 
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nity, Qae cannot here glorifie God, 
bur 25 he receives from him Glory 
to rerurn unto him : and therefore 
we glortfic him here, becauſe we 
frit receive glory trom tim; as 
the terurns of waters to the ica, are 
fuirtable unto thoſe Houds which 
they receive from -it 2 - therefore 
our eſtate in this heavenly Building. 
muſt of neceſſity be an etcrnal E- 
ftate, to fit and enable us. to give 
him etern2l Glory, And ſecondly, 
Iz regard that ao other Eftate ſuis 
with the promiſes made unto us, but 
an eternal Eſt ate, agreetng unto the 
promiſes of eternity. Ne do 1n this 
life, and ſhall in that ro come, re- 
ceive nothing but by vertue of 
{ome word of God paſt in promi- 
ſes made nnto us, as 1 lobz 2.25, 
it is ſaid, Aud this i the premiſe 
which he hath promiſed w,@Uen Eter- 
tal life 1a whom we are, who t« true, 
even leſus Chrift, the true God, and 
eteraal life, T Iobs Go2 Os Now, rw 
ence 
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Unto Glory. 
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the exceeding rich and precious 
promiſes being made for Eternity, 
and God being Truth it felt, whatr- 
ſocver he hath promiſed muſt of 
neceflity come 10 paſle, and 1o our 
eſtate in this houſe be tor Eternity : 
Otherwiſe, whatſoever ſhould coe 
fhorr ot Ecernity , ſhould come fo 
tar ſhort of the promiſes, which 
151mpoſhble. The next 1s, thirdly, 
From the love of God which ts Ever< 
lafitsg : For a {mall moment have 
I foriaken thee. bur with great 
t | mercies will I gather thee : in a 
e © little wrath I hid wy face from 
s I thee for a moment, but with ever- 
- laſting kindnefle will I have mercy 
f { on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redee- 
- mer, Iſla.54.8. If Gods love then be 
I eternal, that Eſtate which he beſtows 
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eteraal, For God is goodnefle 1t 
ſelt,& whatſcever he doth is good, 
even in wrath remEbring mercy, all 
he doth being for our good, as it 15, 
Z H - Iſas 


#pon his people muſt be perpetual and 
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Iſa. 27. 9. This being all the fruir, 
even the taking away of out fin, 
which is the fruit of all his doings 
arid our ſufferings, ro make us 
partakers of his holinefſe, yea as 
Dawid contefleth all his works 
through our whole lifetime , are 
nothing clſe bur mercy and truth, 
ſaith he, through all my life thy 
favour1s; and this i a prime att of 
dtuine lote, where once it loves, to 


love for ever , John, 13+ 1. fothat 


the eternity ot his love, is like unto 
himſelf. And 4. Oar eftate there 


mut needs be cternall, tn regard of 


the infinite invaluable price whereby 
i was purchaſed : otherwiſe, it 
thould not an[wer the price, and 
God ſhould nor render us accord- 
ing unto it, and ſo be unjuſt, For, 
he was exa& in his juſtice to have 
ſatisfaction for fin to the utmoſt, 
And therefore, to ſuit his Juſtice, 
he muſt needs be juſt to give unto 
us an cternall eſtate, according = 
tC 


- 


Unto Glory, _ FOT 
ms ct mo —_— 
_ thepricepaied,8& according to our 

Capacity. SO he,as 1tis, Heb.g. 14, 
Having offered up himſelt through 
the eternal ſpirit, gives unto us an 
eſtate ſuitable b&@ cver-laiting © 
riThteoaſneſſe : and ſooureſtate 1n 
heaven by his purchaſe, muſt be ſuj- 
rable unto it,an eternall inheritance, 
| And ſo allo, = regard of the 1I 
Satnts of our condition, oureſtate 
- thcre, mu} needs bexeternal 5 for 
| divers refpeds. 1, Conflidering, 
|| that the conſtitution of the Saints is a 
glorious condition, and therefore 
; muſt neeas have an eitate of ſatis- » 
} 8 fa#:on. Now if a man in thateſtate _ 
r 
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might ſee theend tnereot or beyond 
Ir, it were nor ſatisfactory for the 
ſoul. Other creatures have no ca- 
pacity beyond their preſent eſtate, 
and therefore are ſatisfied rthere- 
with, Burt it is not ſo with man, 
who: hath a reach beyond all he 
poſſefleth, or can ſee, even to _ 
nity ; it being impoſſible to: (gti | 
OY of : 10 ſ Th 
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- hor of Corruptible feed, but of In- 


an eternal conſtitution with finite 
things, Therelore we muſt have 
an cternal Eftate,God having ſtam- 
ped upon the ſoul an impreſſion to 
look after that onely which 1s Eter- 
nal and Infinite : therefore being 
now 1n a finite Creature, it mult 
look for an eternal Eſtate hereafter 
( at its departure hence ) which 15 
{Eternal in the Heavens. ] Again, 

Secondly, As it is a aew Creature, 
there ts a prfnciple in the ſoul to be 
contented with nothing but Eternity; 
and therefore, according unto this 
Spirituall eternal principle, it thir- 
ſteth afrer, and muſt have an Erer- 
nal eſtate. For, as its original is 


corruptible, by the word of God, 
who liveth and abideth for ever, 
1 Pet. 1.23. ſo muſt weneeds have 

an Eternal Eſtate ſuitable. 
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the ſame, ſecing they are begonen 
again [roa lively hope;out of Gods 
abundant Mercy } by the Reforre- 
ion of Jeſus Chrift from the 
dead ; [ To an Inheriance immor= 
tal and undefiled , that fadeth not 
away,rclerved in Heaven for them ] 
1 Pet, 1,3,4. vccing then in this life, 
It 1s a grzvous thing wo be difap- 
pointed of our hopes ( which the 
Saints pray againſt ) bur would 
much more be 1o in heaven, feeing 
here we have no continuing City, 
but wee looke for one to come. 
Therefore our ExpeRation being 
ſtrongly upon that Inheritance to 
come, and the hope deterred (as 


Solomon {auth ) being the fainting of 


the heart; if our deſires and hopes 
ſhould mifle of this tree of Lifein 


_ Erernity, Wee ſhould be Sick in 


Heaven, which is 1mpofſible : and 
theretore our Eſtate there muſt of 
neceſſity be an Eternal Eftate, ſuirt- 
able to our lively hopes, Now _ 
a pct. H 4 This 
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This Meditation of Eternity,where 
it faſtens upon the ſoul works 
great Matters into zt. 


Tae Meditation (T ſay ) of our 
Change, and Eternal Glorious E- 4 
ſtate to come tor Bternity : it 
works, ſtamps, and makes ſtrange 
impreſſions of wondertull matters 

'x Uponthe ſoul, as 1. A willingneſſe 
to pur off our Earthly houſe for: 
that Eternal in the Heavens : for, 
[Such are ſuppoſed to have Eter- 
nal life already: abiding 1n them, * 
1John 5.13. which no Murtherer 
or ſuch like can haye, and may 
Know that they have Eternal life, 
which 1s in Chriſt their Head, who 
1s rue, and the true God Eternal 
life, 1 John 54 20. They have a 
Spring of Eterrcal lite abiding in 
them, a Well of water of life, 
ſpringing up unto Everlafting life 
nat contented with this world,” but 
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having hearts more in heaven then 
on earth, 

2. Then again it makes us do all 
earthly things with a ſubordina- 
tion to this Eternal efkate, ſo as 
all things may further , and no- 
thing may wrong or hinder it, and 
ſo to improve our time, unto the 
utmoſt advantages, which may fur- 
ther the ſame contrary unto wick- 
ed men, who are the moſt abuſers 
and prodigall of time, not follow- 
ing their rule. Epbeſe. 1.4.To redeem 
the trme, But the Saints on the o0- 
ther {ide,as they improve their time 
{o they deſire to do all things exaQ- 


| Iy with ſubordination unto heaven- 


l things ( eſpecially beavenly things 
more immediately uſhering eternity.) 
Whereunto as all their thoughts 
and meditations bend, ſo do they 


tend towards eternity in all things 
| becauſe, inall their actions, they 


have a deſi on Upon eternity , doing 
all things as though they were t9 
| anſwer 
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anſwer all at the laſt day, when yet 
they know, that their fins before 
char time, are done away and cove- 
red, Jerem. 3 1. 34. MHiceb, 7.18. 
And this mcditation of death , and 
eternity of heaven after tlie lame, 
zt maketh us alſo abundant in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that our 
labour ſhall nor be in vain inthe 
Lord: and makes us work through 
all difficulties unto this eterna!} 
eſtate, doing all things unto that 
end, not drawing back or indent- 
1ng with God, For,feeing it know- 
eth, that there is no determination- 
of rhis eſtate,it makes(what it ci )a 
| ſuitable endeavor of Eternity upon 
earth, to work in all things toward 
the ſame, And yet more | it filleth 
_ the ſoul ful of honourable thoughts 
not to be contented to fit down any 
more doting upon theſe earthly 
things on this fide of eternity } as . 
we have formerly done, ſetting our 
eyes upon that which is vanity atid 
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vexarion of ſpirit, nothing, yea lefle 
then nothing,compared with eterni- 
nity, For here as Dav 74 ſpeaketh 
Pſal, 119.19. We may ſee anend 
of all perfeRion and earthly glory 
whatſoever 1n this life, Burt of this 
heavenly perfe&tion,as there is no,{o 
we can ſ{ce no end thereof, And 
this meditation of death , and eter- 
nity following after ir, makes this 
1mpreſfion upon the ſoul alto ( as 
is uſuall in diſputations ) To' ſtate 
the grand buſineſſe of heaven and 
earth aright , to weigh all things 
the ballance of the Sanfuary, where" 
in they are found light , nothing | 
yea lefſe then nothing compared, 
with this eteralty of heavenly 
glory to be revealed : and {o to 
look for, or expect no great mat-. 
rers, where they are nor-to be found, 
But co. uſe this world, and all things 
thereinas though we uſed them ror 
and ther fore Jajeth this concluſion 
for an invincible ground, that al the 
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affliaios of thus life,are not worthy of 

that glory which ſhall be ſhewed unto 
:4,ſo great that the whole creatis is 
ſaid to groan & wait for the revela- 
tion thereof, with the manifeſtation 
of the ſons of God. Rom. 8. 18, 
Called therefore the fervent deſire 
of the creature, waiting, groaning, 
and travelling in pain with them, to 
be delivered ſrom the bondage 
of corruption , into- the glori- 
ous liberty of the ſons of God. 
And therefore inall the murmur- 
rings and toflings of the body 11 
this life, it quiers the ſame with ho- 
ly ger nard his ſpeech anto his body, 
to be contented to ſuffer and wade 
through all the exigents of this life 
patiently , becauſe the time of the 
. body isnot in this life, but 1n the 
world to come, wherin our frail bo- 
dies ſhall be made like unto Chriſts 
glorious body, Phillip. 3. And it 
(further to comfort us in our wea- 
ry journey ) afſures us, That - 
42 this 
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this life time 1s nothing elſe, bur a 
time tO fit and prepare us for to be 
Inhabitants of Heaven for ever, to 
learn the Ianguage of Canaan in; 
to be indowed with thoſe ſeperna- - 
rural habits of heavenly graces yz 
putting on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in all his holy verrues ; 1fofby view- 
ing of the exceeding rich and preCi- 
_ cious promiſes, [ to be partakers of 
the Divine Narnre. ] And as it was 
ſaid of thoſe Virgins that were to 
 'Y bebroughtunto King Abaſbaeroſy, 
| Eft.2,12,They were firſt to be fit- 
| ted andperftumed a year, one halt | 
| | thereof with Oyle of Myrthe, and 
the other with ſweer Odors, So this 
Impreſſion of Eternity ſhews us, 


> K that all our life time here, 1s no- 

> thing elſe but our perſuming time, 
to fit us with the {ragrancie of all 

| heavenly graces and endowments; 


that then willingly and cheartully 

mW we may mount up our of the VVil- 
derneſfe of this world, as it is ſaid 
of 


Grace leading 

of the Church, Cant, 5.6, pertu- 
med with Myrrhe and Incenſe, and 
all the Spices of the Merchants ; 
fraught with the full fragrancie 8& 
ſweernefſe of all Heavenly Graces. 

And Laſily, It makes us thar nor 
onely we are not Cojitent to fit 
downe quietly doting on theſe 
earthly things on this fide of etern- 
ty (as 1s {aid) but further, It en- 
flames the ſoul, fers it on fire, and 
furniſheth it with grounds and ar- 
2uments tO attain to a habit of figh- 
ing and groaning earneſtly to be 
cloathed with our houſe which is 
ſrom heaven, not onely from the 
exccllencies of all that glory and e- 
mincnce ſhewed of this - heavenly 
houfe (which is abundantly enough 
to make us to long after the ſame ) 
bur alſo, in regard of thoſe grievous 
and heavy preſſures, and burthens 
wherewith we are preſſed down in 
this life: as what can we name 
wherewtth wearenort more or lefs 


preſſed 
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- | preſſed downor burthened? ſo that 

d MF that we have juſt cauſe to ſigh and 

a 


groan earneſtly for this our heaven- 
Iy houſe, 

The body it ſelf, is a heavy lump- 
x || iſh corruptible body , {ubje& to 
t || much toil libour and wearineſſe, 
e || which maketh us to ſigh and groan 
[- much ; beſides the trouble and not- 
- | ſomenefſſe of ſo many troops of 
d | difcaſes and fickneiſes, which ac- 
- | company the condition of our frail 
1- || bodies, caufes ot continuall {ighing 
Ee and groaning. But ih heaven all fick- 
Is neſig$and d:{caſcs ſhal have an end, 
e | withperieG&10n of health for ever, 
>- | and the body ſhall be no more 
y | ſumpiſh or heavy as now, buta 
h | nimble ſpiruvall body, Phelzp. 3.21, 
) | Wherethey ſhall follow the Lamb 
1s | whereſocever he goeth, it being hea- 
1s | ven whkereſoever Chriſt is, or thall 
in | ſhewhimlſelf, the body then being 
ze || nimble and ſpiritual, able ro mount 
8 upwards or downwards, backwards 

Or 
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or forwards, as ſwift as thoughts 
are POW, 

And then, wonderfull weights ' 
and pre{tures,we have from others . 
and from our own ſpirits, preſting 
them down ; burthens by the Sym- 
pathizing with others, weeping and 
mourning with them that weep, 
in priſon with them that are im- 
prifoned, and ſo forth of all other 
miſerjes bearing a part with them. 
And the bearing with the paſſions 
and infirmitiesof others 1s alſo a 
zreat burthen; to ſtoop to them 
and bear with them , as Nurſes 
and Parents do with their Childrens 
in firmities, And the wicked con- 
verſation of others is alſo a grear 
burthen unto us, for which, Davzd, 
Lot, and 1 eremiah, were ſo grieved 
and burthened. And from others 
alſo we endure Slanders and Per- 
{ecutions of all forts; yea, and it 
15 alſo ſome burthen unto us, That 
we are not able-to do more good 

| unto 
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unto others, and help them 1n their 
mileries. Bur in heaven all theſe 
things thall have an end, all ſhall 
love and.joy alike, all be of one 
will, mind, and afte&ion 5 no mit- 
con(trudtions, paſſions, diftempers, 
miſtakings can be there ; no Slan- 
ders, iale-bearers. or reports (hall 
vexthere ; ' no Sorrow, Griete, or 
Wanr ſhall be there, no objects of 
our compaſſhon to grieve us, all 
thall have enough with a convet- 
tation ſuitable unto heaven. 

And here our ſpirits have griev- 


- ous burthens, vexing our fpirits : 


aud our gffeR10ns of love aud joy, are 
difordered,cither ſet on wrong ob- 
jects, or doting too much on earth- 
ly things, or:coming far thort 1n 
joying or loving of God, whom.we 
ſhould joy in with all our might, 
and love with all our ſtrength and 
delight, and can never joy in, OC 
delight roo much : theſe pref: us 
down, as was ſaid of Chriſt, that ns 

- .- I ſoul 
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{foul was heavy even unto death , ſo 
theſe depreſie us, and make us 
lumpiſh, and ( as it were ) rounds 
ws about with ſorrow. Now a Mar 
that bath a litile glrmpſe of the glory 
exceliency and eternity of this hea- 
wenly eſtate by faith, knowing that 
then all ſorrews and tears ſhall be wa- 
ſhed and done eway , cannot chuſe 
bat groan earre(ily to be cloathed 
with its houſe which t& from heavens 
Becauſe in heaven there [hall be zo 
more errtng tn our affeaions, which 
{ball all be placed on the right objeFR; 
and they there ſhal be z0 more fear 
of doting upon the creature, or of the 
exceſs, degree, or meaſure of our love 
to God, or joyrng in 1m, whom we 
carport too exceſſively love : for as on 
earth we cannot love him too mach, ſ0 
7n beaven we fhal n0t be able to love 
him too little, 

And here our 1gnorance 1s great, 
and a2 burthen to us,a great toil and 
labour & attain knowledge, and 
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| | aburthento be ſuch non-profici. 
' | ents to profit {o "little and {lowly 
in ſearch thereot;* yea having atrH1- 
|  nedalittle knowledge , then it1c a 
| burthen to know 16 little ©} itiae we 
fhonid know , - and that ſo much 
emains yet to be known ; we afe 
i2norantoft, And when cur knows 


ledge is here ar the height, then is 
4 our burthen greateſt of all, be- 
| cauſethen we moſt of all fee znto 
| ourownmilery and wane in Khow-: 
| ledgeteſpecially in heaveniy things) 


, ſo ther that falleth out io be true 
F which Selem?s ſaith , that he who 
; increaſeth knowledge , encreaſerh 
: fotrow- But tz heav-2s,the ſeut ſhalt 
E r10t be capatle of any ignorance , bat 
, as ſoon as the interpoſing veil , be» 
0 || zwixt the ſoul axd beaven ſhall be re- 
© | moved, as ſoon a5 this curtain ſhall 
be drawn, it ſal be filled (as it were) 
1 «moment with perfeion of all 
knowledge , more then all this norld 
ever bad ſince the creation , were it 
. T4: alt o- 
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Cn nanncens =0 tn NN pong ee ren ens 
altogether iz one : ſo that wow both 
our ignorance and knowledge, when 
we krow are a great burther unto us, 
and canes of groaning earneſtly, 
and fighmg tor our houſe, which 1s 
from heaven. 
*Our ca}lings are alſo ſome bur- 
then unto us, be what they will, 
one way or other there 1s weari- 
ſomnefle or vexation in them, and 
even the miniſtry 1t felt a great 
burthen to undergo, as Paul ſpeak- 
eth of himſelt, undergoing tie care 
of all the Churches. Bat 12 heaven 
zo burthens, weariſomweſſe, or preſ- 
ſures ſhalbe in ary thing we go abofit, 
but all done with eaſe, and much facts 
Uty and cheerfulnefs. | 
Then alſo, there is a bondage of 
corruption in the wil, refratory un. 
to all goodneſſe, prone unto all e- 
vill, in all holy ducy full going whi- 
ther our fleſh would nor, which is 
unruly and untamed, fo as we have 
great warring betwixt the flefh _ 
tne 


6 x\ 


Unto Glory, © 


the ſpirit, which 1s a terrible bur- 
then, not to be able ro perform 
thar good we would , and led cap- 
tive unto that we would not. But 
in heaven tbe wil ſhai be renewed 
changed, and newmolded, that there 
ſhal be 20 reluflancy , or drawing 
backe nor the leaſt jot of any wcli- 
nation to vepart from the exat will 
of God 1 all things. Becaule by this 
eime we being pericly holy, Gods 
wiltand ours muſt of- neceflity be 
all one, and fo the currant of our 


affeRtions run for ever in one chan- - 


nell. - 

And unto all theſe more rtken all 
the reſt, we are not onely burthen- 
ed, preſſed down, and wearied with 
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ded about alſo and tnvironed, win 
the dwellings thereof in us in 
this body of death : which though 
ſometimes it lie ill and act 
not ; yet lieth ſtill ready as an 
Armie round about us in readi 
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neiſe £o ambuſh and come vron 
us, we know not how, wherc, nor 
when, like a lurking ſerpent fill 
waiting to ſting and ſuddenly ſur- 
prize ns, winch body of death 
made St. Pa/, rhough otherwitc a 
man of an invincible courage to 
maſter vagquiſh and overcone all 
affli&ions, and make a tuſh and 
ligh: matter of them, as jor» 012g 
( faith he ) yet alwazes rejoycring; as 
heving nothwg and yet poſjeſſing all 
thizgs, 2 Cor.6.10- being a ftron 
man to maſter theie and all other 
croſſes, yet cry out on this (as too 
hard tor him ) Rom. 7. 24. O 
wretched man that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this 
death. But 1nbeaven there ſhall be 
re more ſorrows crying tears,or caufe' 
of complarzzts. Our death, will be the 
death, of this body of death , no (or- 
row or ſhame, or complaints in hea- 
Ver, #0 ambuſhe s of [in can lie there, 
or Serpent ſhall creep ## 1nto that 
Pargaice 
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Payadice to ſeduce 1 anymore: we 
ſha# for ever be freed from thu body 
of desth , and have a body like unto 
Chr i*'s glortous body, In all which 
reſpes and many more, theſe me- 
ditations and impre\f{ions of cterni- 
ty of glory 1 the lite to come, ma- 
keth {uch reflexions upon us, to 
make us to ſigh and groan ear- 
neſtly, to be cloathed wath our 
houſe which 1s from ncaven unlefſe 
10, | 


Some Caſes when Beleeers otherwiſe, | 
Very g0od men, cannot thu fpeh © 
4nu groan to be ccloathed 
with this therr houſe 
which ts from 
| heawen. 


Which may appear; both in re- 
gard of others and our ſelves, Firſt, 


. tor others: Many beleevers are cOn- 


rented to ſpare this Sighing and. 
Groaning | ( at leaſt ſuſpend the 
I I 4 lame) 
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ſame ) Becauſe they wauld live to do 
more good unto others, to ſee ſome 
fruit of their. labours and ſeed ſown, 
how 1t-growes ; to fee the profpe- 
rity of the Church, as David did, 
Plal. 106. 4, Remember me, O 
Lord, with the favour of. thy peo- 
ple, vifite mee with thy Salvation, 
that I may ſee the ftelicity of thy 
choſen, and rejoyce with thy peo- 
ple, and giory with thinc inheri- 
tance. And fome alſo, as St, Paul, 
ae very able ro comfort and help 
. others, and therefore are fparing ro 
Sigh and Groan for this heavenly 
houſe, becauſe they may be profi- 
table unto others ; as Paul, though 
in regard of himſelfe he could have 
| been contented to have flowne into 
heaven ; yet in regard of Others, 
he armed himſelf with that won- 
derfull.felf denial, ro be contented 
ro live for their fakes, And ſo alfo - 
may many other good Chriſtians 
linger ang draw back from earneſt 
—__  Kroaning 


Unto Glory, | 
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groaning after this heavenly houſe, 


1n regard of Others. Parents fome- 
times would lve to ſee their chil- 
dren bred and brought up in the 
fear of God, and ſee the proſperity 
of other triends, and are not ſoear- 
neſt in Sighing aud Groaning afte? 
their Diſlolunon. | 
Secondly, :For ear ſelves ;. Wee 
may draw back treom Death, and 
Sighing and. Groaning after this 
heavenly houte to be cloathed 
therewith, in divers caſes, Firſt, 
When we want the comfortable 
Aſſurance of our Salvation ; and 
when our Evidences of heaven are 
ſo flurred and blotted that we can- 
nor read the ſame, or have forgort- 


ten them : 'Then we cannot figh and 


2roan after this heavenly houſe, un- 
tl weareable more clearly to read 


our evidences. And Seconely, We 


are ſometimes ignorant of the Glo- 
ry, Excllency and Eternity thercof, 
and ſo we cannot figh and groans 
= carneftily 
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earnetly for the ſame which we 
are 12norant of and know nor, and 
yer for all this, may be good Chri- 
1t:ans and Beleever , though chey 
tail and come thort '1n theie medi- 
rations. And Thirdiy, VV hen for 


our humbling, the Lord 1s pleaſed 


ſomerimes to ſer our (ins before us, 
and therewith the wrath due unto 
them 3 rhen, nor daring to looke 
God in the face, they dare not look 
on death to encounter that, and fo 
are Iar from *gning arid groaning 
after this heavenly houſe : as wee 
fee in Davzd, a holy reconciled man 
after Goas own heart; yec P1.38.4. 
when God fuffcred his 11os to ſtare 
him.1n the face, he then complains, 
{ Mine Iniquities are £one over my 
head, & as a heavy burthen,they are 
£00 heavy for me: }and ſo prays,Pl. 
39-79. | Stay thine hand trom me, 
that I may recover my ftrength, 
before I go hence & be not.} Now, 
a lene 'of fin apd wrath now - 

- eta 


FRE OT 4X7 


| 


then being given unto the Saints, 
they cannot then groane earneſtly 


to be cloathed with this heavenly 


houſe, Fourthly, And again, We 
are ſometimes to buſtle with the 
delights and pleaſures of this world, 
which fteals. away our hearts from 
fighing and groaning aiter this hea- 
venly houſe ; which makes that 
with ſo much adoe: we are drawn 
away irom waliowing 1 them ; as 
we {ce in Lot, a good holy man, yet 
what adoe was there to draw him 
away {from Sodome, that whileſt 
he prolonged the time, he was in a 
manner pulled out of it; and when 
he was pulled away from ir, yet 
he makes interceſſion- for Loar, 
which was one of rholſe Cittes, thar 


hiffoul mighe live, Gen. 7 9.20, 


And ſometimes again, Fifthly, The 
ſoul 1s as it were 17 priſon, and off 

hooks, as a door off the hinges, 
with firong and many amazing di. 
ſtraRions, ſo asthe foule1s fe, 
© 
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ſelf, nor able to look after heavenly 
thinzs, having much adoe to wraſtle 
after th: ſc encumbrances, when it 
15 unfit to {igh and groanec earneſtly 
after heavenly things, yea, not ro 
mannage earthly comforts; as. it 


tell out with the children of Iſrael, 


Exod, 6. 9. that though Afoſes 
told them excellent things of the 
Egyptian bondage and * captivity 
yet (it is ſaid there ) That they hear- 
kened not unto Mofes for anguiſh 
of Spiric, and for cruel Bondage ; 
So that vexations of earthly encumyq 
brances and wants; are great impe- 
diments unto this {ighing and groa- 
ning earneſtly after heavenly things 
in this our houſe which is from 
heaven, And ſometimes alſo m 
regard that our Accounts are not 
ready, we ſhrink and draw back 
again being loath to encounter 
death, * 

Laſtly in this caſe we make no 
Gr _— 
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and groaning after this heavenly | 
houſe, becauſe we look on death, un- | 
der wreng notions and apprehenſions, # 
and therefore run from «, as Mo- | 
{cs fled from bus ſtaff when it was tar- | 


wed 1nto a Serpent, untill God quiet (| 
our ſpirits, and bid us to rake ir up | 
again, ſhewing us that chereis no | 
danger in it, and 'making us in love - 
with ir. For indeed, Death # @ part ; 
of the Satnts portto-:, 1 Cor. 2, 22 MW 
all things are yours faith he , whe- 
ther it be Pawl or Apolles, or Cephas 
or the World, orlite, or death, 
whether they be things pretent or 
thingsto come , all are yours, ec. 
what great matter us this for death 
zo be ours? © yes, a great mat- 
ter aS1t is ordered, as the Grave 
xs ſarGified and perfumed by 
Chriſt, and as it were an inlet 
unto Gloty, being the door of lite; 
this alſo is Ours, ard 2 great part of 
our portion, one of Chriſts prime 
Legacies, It ſcems that 705 had no 
2» . - . 
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Crofſe, or bad apprehenſions of 
Death, Job. 6.1 1, What powerhave [ 
({:ith tec batT ſhould enduretor what. 
is my end if I ſhould prolong my life ? 
And David he fauh , Mark the up- 
right man, and behold che juſt ; for 
the end of - thar man 1s peace, Pſa], 
37. 37. and indeed it. we look 


. through the Scripture Glafſe upon 


Death, it 1s nothing to a Belee- 
ver, apprehending i r1ghtly. For, 
then we ſce it to be nothing elſe, bur 
A ſleep, A peaceablereit#, A gathe- 
rtng t0 our fathers and. people, The 
funeral day of al! our fins, and final 
de firuttion of all our enemies, The 
gate of heaven, ayit were, Our Co- 
70nation day, ard the Reſurre®10n of 
all our comforts, with which, and the 
like apprehenfons, we may come ( as 


 #t were)to bury death it ſelf. The A+ 


poſtle we ſee ſpeaking of death, he 
paſſeth rover ſlightly, & mention- 
cth onely the clothing after :t:infift- 
1ng upon that which we ſhall have 

3 when 


Unto Glory, | 127 


ed nn as een EaN 


when we have put off this earthly ] 
Tabernacle, And in the Phillipians v0 
ſpeaking of Death, be paſſeth over | 
:t and mentioneth onely oz7 bezpg | 
with ( bri ff | 
*In all theſe and many more caſes | 
C too redious now to infilt in ) the 
{ou] cannot (gi and groan earneſt» 
ly to be cloathes with this heavenly 
houſe, though otherwiſe Beleevers 
and o00d ChriRi. as; Wherefore in 
theſe and the like ca ſes, we muſt nor 4 
be at quiet with; our ſelves, until we . 
have thaken off theſe lazy prefling u# 
down habits of our diftempers, with 
holy David Chidiug our ſelves as he wm \ 
did his foul ,#by art thou cas down | j 
O my ſoul2and why art thou diſqureted [ 
within me? watt on G19, for I will yet” | 
gtve him thauks;he # my pref. ent velp | 
and my God, F 
Bur at other times, when tt, plea- Times - | 
ſeth him to ſay unto our ſouls [ am mo te Þþ 
oul can 

thy Salvation , when hee 410!2ts gop ang | 
or ezes with ſpiritual eye-ſ _ 20 groan for 


ſee Heaven, 


Fong 
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ſee a far off tnto things inviſible >; 
when heavens gates are opened unto 
24 by a powerful preaching ard open- 
zng of the word of truth unto 15, oar 
beleeving breaking forth tnto rejoy- 
cing, when with an exlarged hetrt 
we can run the ways of bis commande- 
ments, the feet of them that bring 
glad tidings betng beautiful upou 
the mountains untouws. And Christ 
comming by them , leaping by the 
mountains and Skipping by ihe hils 
of our ſins to comfort and fabliſh 
25 : when rhe water of our ſanitifica- 
tron is clear and not mnddie , fo as 
we can read our evidences in bright - 
reſſe, with many ſtrong reports of the 
ſpirit, joyning nith our ſpirits, when 
the bloud in our Jjuftification runs 


Fully and clearly before w,that we can 


powerfully apprehend the ſame, And 
when in meditation wrapt a little, 
heaven aud heavenly things ſeers 


great aud glorious unto us,and earth- 


ty things ( compared with them ) 
wean 


— 
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mean avd contemptrible, when Chr: # 
becommeth that pretiow: pearl knewn 
and veloved avoue 4% things ; for 
mich we are cintentrd to ſell all; 
wren we pave got ſome fight and af. 
ſs: azce of heeven, and eternity of 
glory, baving bren Vifliorious zn ſome 
Narp ore ev, ivauls, and afjiifions : [1 
hating ſacrificed our Haacs 434d at- | | 
tarped wngo jome good mcon{(wre of ſelf | 
aejital, 11 aprightiielſe and ſincerity, | 
being putabled Seiniiike, 36 [it down 4 
at Goas jret . and be whatſoever he | | 
will hgve us tove., Then , then, the 4 
{ſoul cannot chule but {1gh and groan \ 
earneſtly to be cloathed with its 
houſe which is from heaven, 
And very great reaſon there 1s 
| to ſigh and groan earneſtly for ( a 
| houſe of glory } fuch a houfe as 
; NI will keep us out of all davgers, and 
ſupply all our wants. This 1s that 
cloathing we ſo figh and grozn ear- 
neſtly for, To be cloatbes with our 
bouſe which is from Heaven : of 
(OY K which 
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witch our Garment cloathing us, 

there is 4 threefold conſideration, 

i. That cloaibins we had in the 

Eitaicof 1 Anocencee, which covered 
our ſhame and nakednefſſe, and 
which we kept not; for fin diſco- 

vered our (tame, fo that it was 
quickly loft, 2, There 15 the gar- 
meet and cloathing of Chriſis righte. 
ouſyeſe in Tuſlificetion and Saufltft- 
cation, Conſifting 1n Holinefle and 
Righreouſneſle, mentioned, Ifa.6r. 
I o, Called the garment of Saltation, 
and robe of Righteouſneſs, Cauic*of 
creat Iejoycing 'to the foul, to joy 
in God, being cloathed with tne 
garments of Salvation, and covered 
with the robes of Rightcoulneſle, 
Ang 3ly, There « under tbts notton 
of cloathing, the Glory of Heaven un- 
der(iood and looked at, Chriſt his 
Righteouſneſle 1s indeed a garment 
of Glory, making us all glorious, 
Which garmeprt we are now cloath- 
ed with, { Whereunto when thereſſ: 
ſhallf 


L 


Unto Tory. 

' ſhall be addeda rinfture of Glory 
in Heaven, then are we @loathed 
with our houſe from Heaven ; tor 
the ſoul wiſhes not to be rid of that 
earment of Grace tt now wears, 
bur to have it beautified and adorn- 
ed :o the height of all excetlencie, 
when ir ſhall be cloathed with a 
tincture of Glory, to make 1c ap- 
pear moſt of all exceileat, VVhich 
Glory even Chriſt himſelf in the 
days of his fleſh prayed for, 1ob.17. 
5. And now O Father, glorifte me 

with thine own ſelf, with that glo- 

ry which I had with thee before 
the world was : that 1s, that the 

glory of the Diviniry might ſhine 

torth { joyned with his Humanity ) 

as bright as ever. 


deem. 
YUP - 


Now the cleaibing, is firſk a meff Or heat | 


: þ - venly cle« 
rich and prettous cloatbing above all thing, - 


other cloathing whatioever, cxcee- 


| ding that of the lillies ſpoken off, 


which ſurpaſſed Solomons glory in 
all his excellency and royalty. And 
K 2 then 
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then ſecondly, It & 4 darable cloath- 
img, wilkch ſhall never wear nor wax 
ola, but be nem and alike freſh for e- 
wer : as itwas ſaid of the children 
of Iſracls garments and fhees, in 
their journey unto that earthly Ca- 
nan ( a Type of the heavenly ) nor 
orcly that theſe did not wear, bur 
were as freſh and new as at the firit, 
And then thirdly, /t & a luwely gar- 
ment , which ſhall be perfected 
with Gods comelineſſe , and that 
beauty he ſhall put upor it, mentt- 
oned Ezek, 16.14, which ithe call 
ir perfect upon earth, In how much 
more perfection of beauty ſhal this 
cloathing bz in heaven, where the 
tulnefle of glory doth fo abundant- 
ly ſhine forth avout rhe Bearificall 
viſion 2 And as for Excellencte, fo 


_ forYſe, this garment of glory, is 


iuch a cloathing, as ſhall cover all 
our ſhame and all our nakedneſle. 
For ifthe eſtate of innocency knew 
not ſhame ( til! fin diſcovered it) 
much 


Unto Elory, 
much lefle, ſhall there be any 
ſhamein heaven, where this gar- 
ment of glory, ſo tar excels ſur- 
mountitzgly our firſt garment of 
; innocency, Such a garment, as we 
-  ſhak always keep cloſe about w; where 
r no winds, troubles or remprations, 
r ſhall be ro make us any more in 
ks danger, to looſe our garments , as 
" here, And tnen, © ſuch a garmenr 
d || as ſhal keep us warm forever: ſuch 
t | a houſe and garment as ſhall pre- 
1- ſerve us ior ever, from all outward 
uy | incumbrances and troubles, ſupply- 
h ing a[lnaturall wants, wichour na- 
15 | trurall helps, ] doing all theſe things 
ne | to us ſo, as we ſhill never have 
r- | needofthem any more. A houle 
all |} cloarted with the glory of heaven, 
fo | far beyond all earthly cloathiugs 
is || and furnitures. And ſuch a cloath- 
all Þ ing, as thall make an everlaſling 
le. BE diltintion berwixt us and wicked 


ew || men tor ever, whatloever 1mpu» 
it) | tations now lie upon us converſing 
ach K 3 among(t 


Co 
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amongft them: ' Halach, 3. 18. 
ſuch a houſe ( like Chriſt himſelf 
the glory of that houſe; }from w om 
aud every thing in the bouſe, we may 
at all times fetch what{cever we want 
zo ſupply all. S6 that Heaven 15 all 
things unto 5 : as God 1s the unt- 
verſall good {o hath he the fulneffe 
of all to ſupply us with, whjch he 
can convey When and by what 
means it plealeth him. AU things 
are ours, becaule Chriſtis ours,wro 
is all things* unto us, and hath all 
things, his whence at all times we 
may fetch every thing we want, out 
of this heavenly glorious houſe : for 
which tne ſoul therefore in its moſt 
excellently compoled remper, /ghs 
azd groans, { as hath been ſaid » 
thzr our garment of ſalvation , and 
robe of Righteouſneſſe we are now 
cloathed with in this our naturall 
condition, may be heightned up to 
the fall perfe&gion of heavenly | 
beauty, with a ſuperadeed tin _ 


- 
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of Gloty in tnat higheſt place of e- 
minencie and excellencie, far above 


all. 


{ Not that it would be uncloathed,] why the 
this is not the cauſe of che ſighing ſoxl would 


and groaning, bus | claathed aupon., 
The foul in this cafe hath no pe- 
remptory ceſtre to die, nor any 
picaſure of complacencie that way: 
Oh Lite is precious, and long lite is 
a bleſſing irom God ; To {te long 
zn the Land, and to have opportunt- 
ty to do much good, and to recover 
a great deal of the blefled Image of 
God, Irtknowes Death to be of ut 
ſelf an enemy, and the laſt enemy 
which ſhall be deſtroyed, and no 
man will willingly caſt himſelf in 
the jaws of his enemy, whico (withy 
out 2 garmenr of Grace 2 will bus 


| leadus unto the King of Terrowurs,in- 


to that Eternity of that tormenting 
T ophet for ever. No it is not willing 
to uncloath ir ſelf of this garment 
of Grace, Chys{ts Righteouſneſſe, bus 
4 _ 
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to gird and keep ur fafſer & taſter a« 
bour us;for in tha; rreat day, Chriſt 


my ſee us thus cloathed, -or elfe 


wee can have no cleathing upory 
the ſame with a garment of Glory, 
And therefore tn this lite, it is wil- 
ſing to ſubmut it ie!? uno the Wil 
of God here, in all Active and Paſ- 
five Obedience : and though: it be 
forced to live here a fintu!l life, 
where it cannot chuſe buc fin ; yea, 
and ſometimes an unprofitabie lite 

(laid by as it were ) good for no- 
chin, yet &« knowes, tbe [izs ſhall be 
forgryen, aud the good aflions be all 
recorded 1 mind, and it to be an 
high a& of our holineſfle, even to 
ſubmir to_ God, and live in ſuch an 
eſtate as doth fin, wherein we muft 
Tuffrr. For we canbe in no ſuch 
Eſtate vere 1n this Jife, but we may 
bring Glory to God, and glorifie 
him, wl.ieſt our patience is attain- 
ang unto 1t5 perfedt work ui us, that 
ye may be cmtire, wanting _— 
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| body of death, with all the effeets, 
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137 4 
O but thus is the matrer, and cauſe 
of this {ighing and groaning ( That Cauſes of 
mortality may be ſwallowed up of "Ns bgh- 


x x d { 
Lefe. ) Thar 1s, that all chis whole excaning? 


cauſes, forerunners, attendants, and 
followers thereof z that all pofſi- 
bility of dying, all ncceflity of dy- 
ing, all tear of dying, or ſinning 
any more , the whole body of fin 
and death, with all the relations and = 
apurtenances thereof, may be ſwal- 
lowed up of life, quite aboliſhed and 
raken away fort ever. Even as it was 
in the caſe of Korah , Dathan, and 
Atbiram , with allthe families and 
goods of all which, nothing was 
© be ſeen, when the earth had ſwal- 
lowed up all, and cloſed up again, 
or as Reyes. 124 16, It is ſaid that 
the carth helped the woman , and 
{wallowed up the flood, whichthe 
Serpent caſt outagainſi the woman, 
SO it 1s here, [ the ſoul in ſ11ghing 
and groaning after a heavenly eſtate 
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ſighs andgroans to be freed of all 
the as of ſin, and- whatſoever it 
looketrh on as fruits of fin, which 
are prefling down burthens unto ut, 
in this body of mortality. } And 
then again, as this mortality is a ve- 
membranuce, and witneſſe of (ins con ' 
tagion and filthineſſe, ut figs ang 
ou to be freed from it, and weul,j 

ave all memorials aud witneſſes of 
 ſindoneaway, And funther morta. 
lay ir ſelf as it is a remembrance 
and witneſs of fin,ec. 1t « fin, and 
1s attended with the fruits of ſin, 
This with all rhe relations chereun- 
to, it fighs to have done away, that 
all manner of impurity may be {0 
aboliſhed, as nothing thereof may 
remain either in thought or aQion. 
And then again, ſeeing all the parts 
_ of our mortality/as hath bech ſaid) 
are clogs, and burthens, and hinder- 
ances unto us in Gods ſervice, as 
weighes to keep us down as fetters 
to chain us and keep us under ( for 
| when 
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Unto G lory. 


when our ſpirits are mounted up, 
and would flicuntoheaven and con- 
verſe there, this mortality pulleth 
us down again, and hindereth us 
trom ſpiritual actions and medita- 


tions, not ro perform them with 


any lifeor comfort, ) 1» thes ceſe 


#ljo the ſoul fighy and groans to 62 
gone, And as the ſoul deſireth fur- 


ther union aud communion with God : 
withour theſe interrupuons,clouds, 
damps, and eclipſes of rhe ſunſhine 
of its comfortable feeiings it now 
hath: It greans and ſighs earneftly 
that its mortality may be ſwallored up 
of life, And yet more, It fighs to be 
at home inHeaven becanſe there ſhal 
be an explanation, and fall diſcove- 
73 of the extent of ail the word of God, 
and of the atmo fulfilling of all the 
promiſes,with a {ight and apprehcn- 

fion of Gods goodneſle, what God 

& Chriſt have done for us,and that 
we thereafter might never have any 
thought, motion, or defire, congra- 
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Grace leading 

y unto the will of God. All 
> bich, in all theſe caſes, are war- 

antable and ſpiritual grounds for 
the foul betrothed unto Chriit, 
here ro defjre, ſigh, groan, and 
long tor the conſumation of the 
marriage with him in heaven. For, 
[the more holy, ſpirituall, any 
one 1s, and gratious, the more they 
deſire this union and communion 
with Chriſt in Heaven. ] As Rev. 
22. 20, | Even ſo come Lord 
Jeſus come quickly. Untill the 
day break and the thadows flie a- 
way, return my wel-beloved, and 
be like a Roe, or a young Hart up- 
on the mountains of Bethel.) Cart. 
2, 17, And thus, the ſouls ofthe 
faithfull here, though they would 
not be uncloathed,yer fight & groan 
earneftly eo be cloathed upon, that 
mortality may be{wallowed up of 
life. Which ardent deſires in them 


' arg þoth wrought, continued, nou- 
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riſked in them,and pereſQed by the 
b | ſpirit, 
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ſpirit, 2, Cer,5, 5, Which makerh 
requeſt for them according to the 


will of God, Rom. 8. 27, Amd 


thus by Gods mercy and aſſiſtance 
ot his bleſſed ſpirit, we have been 
led along to have 4 «/:mpſe of this 
heatenly building , not made with 
hands, but eternal za the heavens, 
and of the glory, excefency, and eter- 
witty thereof : with both the cauſes 
and lets of fighing and groaning af- 
ecr it, | 

And now, that we are come un- 
t0a full point In diſcovery of this 
Heavenly Houſe, being diſcended 
{rom this cransfiguring muunt, to 
wander a whue longer into the wil- 
derneſle of this worid, ere we can 
attain thichet to live for ever, whats 
now finally to be done? Can we,or 
ſhall we now pare with a fight 
thereof, without looking back to 
have a review of the {ame ( as men 
do with a fight of beloved freinds 


-> 4. 


at parting to haye them "> | 
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xy unto the will of God. All 
> bich, in all theſe caſes, are war- 
antable and ſpiritual grounds for 
the ſoul betrothed unto Chriit, 
here to defjre, ſigh, groan, and 
long tor the conſumation of rhe 
marriage with him in heaven. For, 
[the more holy, ſpirituall, any 
one 1s, and gratious, the more they 
deſire this union and communion 
with Chriſt in Heaven. } As Rev. 
22. 20, | Even ſo come Lord 
Jeſus come quickly. Untill the 
day break and the ſhadows flie a- 
way, return my wel-beloved, and 
be like a Roe, or a young Hart up- 
on the mountains of Bethel,} Cart. 
2, 17, And thus, the ſouls ofthe 
faithfull here, though they would 
not be uncloathed,yer figtr & groan 
earneftly eo be cloathed upon, that 
mortality may be{wallowed up of 
life. Which ardent deſires in them 
args both wrought, continued, nou- 
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ſpirit, 2, Cor,5, 5, Which maketh 
requeſt for them according to the 


Will of God. Rom. 8. 27, Amd 


thus by Gods mercy and aſſiſtance 
ot his bleſſed ſpirit, we have been 
led along to have 4 e/:mpſe of this 
heatenty tuilding , not made with 
hands, but eternal in the heavens, 
and of the glory, excefency, and eter- 


aity thereof : With both the cauſes 


and lets of ſighing and groaning af- 
er, 
And now, that we are come un- 
£0a full point in diſcovery of this 
Heavenly Houſe, being diſcended 
{rom this tranSfhguring mount, to 
wander a whe longer into the wal- 
derneſle of this worid, ere we can 
attain thithet to live for ever, whats 
now finally to be done? Can we,or 
ſhall we now part with a fight 
thereof, without looking back to 
have a review of the ſame ( as men 
do with a fight of beloved freinds 


at parting to have ghem 11 "6 
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long as we can ) O yes, noty that the 
impreſſions thereof are new and 
ſtrong, let us make ſome ule of al}, 
ere we part with the fight and ſenſe 
of ſuch excellencies. 

Firſt, Let m joy 17, love, delight, 
and admire thoſe tuhatitants, and 
expetants of haven, while Ft they 
are among F+ us, upon earth, who ſhal 
te Our companions in glory; for 
whoſe ſakes all the Anzels are ſatd to 
be mintitjing ſpirits : therewith . 
thinking and (iudyizg what to do for 
them, the King of Hearth ſo honours, 
as to have built a houſe for them, ſo 
gorgiouſly adorned with all matchleſſe 
excellencies, in ſuch magnificent 
height; ſafeiy, and ſtate, not made 
with hands, but eternallin the hea- 
vens, For this eternity; 15 that, 
which as it ſours all wicked mens 
comforts, {o it is that which ſweet« 
neth all the ſorrows, and muſeries 
of this fife unto the Saints, having 
kuch an cternity in it, as hey 4s 

Bay tae 
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. this grand point, ( which hath been 


after the momentary ſufferings 
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taſte of eternity every moment, And 
wukhall let us give glory to God, 
and be much wrapped up in fervent 
loveto Jeſus Chriſt, who hath pur- 
chaſed for us, tis eternal inhert- 
cace, walking ſuitably,”s thole who. 
proſefſe themſclves ro be heirs of 
his great ſalvation in this eavens 
ly Houſe. 

Secondly, Ler us inform and 
r2form our judgements ſoundly in #/*s 2+ 


ſo tully proved now ) that one- 
ly Beleevers', are in 4 wery happy 
condition, and that whoſoever loo- 
{eth, yer that tn all efiates they are 
germers, even by affitiions and deatia th 
zt ſeif. For by affirtiien, Heb. 3 2, 4 
io. ſoby death, they come ro be | 

part «ters of h1s glory. John, 17.34. 
tor which Chrift d1d ſo earneſtly 
pray, and unto whici they attain, 


here. And therefore we muſt at- 
ſure our ſelves, Thagſozwer we loſe 
| FE £ :._: Wore 
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Grace leading” 
here, which brings m1n Grace,and ſets 
a5 Bearer unto glory, ts good for ws. In 
all which,Sampſons riddle is verified, 
Tud.14.14 Out of tbe eater came meat, 
7 out of the ſtrong came honey,So a- 
er death-which conſumeth all, ar 
length commetht lite, glory, and 
immortality, and by thoſe ftrong 
crofles we wade thtough at length 
commeth death; which bringeth us 
thither. 
And therefore in the next 
| place, {ceing Oar greateſt ſorrows 
bring 14 neareft unto our greatest 
Jjoys,our everlaſting glorious eſtate, 
let 15 never look upon death, but whi- 
ther it carrteth us, at ſomewhar 
comming atter it, looking through 
it, atthe glory and eternity wht- 
ther it leaderh us, and learn to die 
betore we die, that like wicked | 
men,. we may not die alter we are | 
dead.And therefore,a ſhort and frail 
lite, alife full of weaknefle and dil- 
cafes, clogged with atfli&ions , | 
would | 


Jr 


Y 
| | 
Y 
2 


ſhould; be Muicke unto a Godly 
mauys..cars, who, then with a fixed 
heart afſures himſclfe., that now 
therg, are great. poſſeſſions at hand, 
a comming, wherewith we ſhall be 
wmveſed in Heaven tor ever. And 
therefore, all theſe and the like, re- 
ports, ſhould, make us concented 
joytully ro leave this {moaky earth- 


ly houte; for Thi building given of 


God, zet, made with hands, but eter- 
al in the Heavens :. as Paul did, 
whoſe care was. tor nothing elſe, 
but . How be might finiſh his courſe | 
with.Joy, win 3nd know Chriſt, at- 
raining thereby, unto 4 joyfall Reſar- 
relHop, of the. dead; Phillip. 3, 10. 
whereby We may. aſſure our ſelves, 
that there ftands bur « {ztile bernie 
a Reliever and bis. eterzal eſtate ; 
little at a frail ſhort life pe 
two hives.) 'bux, 99fs: and that is our 


cis 


P T” 


windy, if re. be {o wuch Yſe, 3 % 
| Glo, Excellen cle, 5509 Exeraity in 
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this hebvenly buflding;ad i 1s thEwed, | 
then let us never hereztter take” on, 
hd fo' riowrn for "the d« ptturebf 
ovt Chriſtiati'triehl8s hence,as thble 
who hve no hope ; ſirely* iS 2 
token we felt nor-Gots love, not re- 
ceivett ſerch cottfores {th ! 'Bis. 
hand as'we ought'tb: hitve'dane.” If 
we ſhould tir thatkfully give back 
to God things received, 45 Hit» ab 
did Sathhel'; and" Whileſt we plead 
our lovero hiisbabe. wite, children 
and {riefids, wht 4pkinthefſe iid 6 
bewray 't God, us thotpb be Were wot 
the oft! wiſe Obi: 1 £3016 tOÞ fihteff 
aud beſt tinhe 16 R#hb 7h aptbl3bi "O27 
of thts moyla> Oli What mon \ we 
for > becauſe they #re e{capttihthic 
ſtofms and retripe(ts' bf this fe; Tr 
4brahams botorhe,” theit” warkare 
tan etid,at th SOhtthEit 1X uts, 
fretd for ever Hm finatrd Seat 
fer with ne of. ac and 'hbly 
ſouls, © rſ&Rion, att 
Pouttlia hi ig tully' < 
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: this water of Life, never to thirf 


again, \ tralughr with all heavenly 
snowledge and underſtanding, . en- 
Joying the truit of all their labours 
prayers',” fighings, ſufferings , and 
mcdirarions, in the full fruition of 
the Beatifical viſion for cyer 2 Oh, 
i5 this love! this is uſually lelt- love 
in us, not love to the dead ; forlove 
in its excellencie aims at the beſt 
gond of the beloyed ; and as. z3 
comes from heaven, - {0-1t envies.no 
friend of heavenly Glory. In which 
caſe, our Saviour pleads excellent- 
ly ro purpole with his Diſciples, 
( fad ar the news of his departurg 
hence from them }) Job. 14+ If ye {ar 
ved me, ye, would reJoyce when 1 ſaid 
Tgo unto the Father. Sizh it argees, 
that the beart W 4s toe.miuch glued 4 and 
knit wato that it mas: ſq loath to park, 
with; for our lite 15 ofr to9 mu 
mthe lite of our fricgds, as Igdab 
told Zoſeph of 1 acob, that Iacohs lite 
was bound upin Perjewin, much 
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God ta LES uUnKy: ;GLY £ 1OT how ma- 
ny iriens have wet; him, who, ra- 
ther. than'weſhoud wang' triends, 
catrmake our ezemies our friends ? 
and this is ar evertaiting Rule; That 
the heart which 15 mat "pitched aud 
rolled upoiz Gvd, 45: 1 oſest from the 
Creature, or- oxceſ we muwurnizg ; 
wherem out-buſtling arid: tofling 
hindereth us'ftrom in{peQing into 
Gods excellent' working, agravates 
the loſſe; unhooketh the:tout trom 
its molt noble temper quictly ro 
ſubmir to God in all-things; and 
ſhews chat we relied or tru lied roo 
much upon' that removed trom us ; 
for the Creature too much relied 
or doted uponibeyond the Creator, 
or thought of. in whatloever caſes, 
doth fo tar Dafic ir, and ſojully 
precure.- it: removal "from: us, for 
who (certainly) nothing 48 longer 
g00d, than God will have us to en- 
joy the ſame: Happy were we, it 
once we could arfain unto. this high þ 


pitch 
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Unto Glo;y, 
pitch of faith and confidence in 
God ,-;Jo- beleeve that he as he is 
onely,wide, fo nothing. is done, bur 
thatat isin the heighth of wiſdome 
effeged, and inthemoſt ſeaſonable 


— OLI 


time, for our everiifiing good, in 


this life.and in that to come, 
Now..theſe with the like conſt- 
derations, will wean us from the 
world; and withthe Church clot- 
ted with the ſame ;. maketh us to 
tread upon the, Moon, viz... 44 
earthly things ) being (irong 1uthe 


Z,ord, and bauing hw joy for. our 


frength, Nehem. g. Be armed 4: 
gain it all ſufferings, by this prece of 
ſpiritual armour ready. The Helmet 
of  oxr Salvation, Ephel, 6.-The 
hope of Glory, Being cnflamed wirh 


+ that confrarniag love of G4... tO 


long to be at home with hin, and 


work uponus ſuitable, imp refſfions 


according unto that ſubje& we.reit 
upon, .accounting\all here. below 


nothing in regard. of. heaven : cau- 
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Gn&: us ( having this brighe Suh 
Jghet )-not fo'ts rejeyce any mMyre 
&4 we have done in the moon -ant 
Rars-lght of this World ; * when 
there appeareth 'unto us:, 'as-far 
greater glory. Yea, as 1t 15 70b, 5. 
21. 22, makibg usto laugh'ar fa- 
mire aud deftru&ioh, and not ro 
be airaid thereof when it conmimeth, 
or zny other terrour at hand. Aud 
'berevy alſo we jh#l learn with (brit 
to deſpiſe az4paff by the ſhame v* the 
Croſſe, bytheſe owermaſtring meat- 
#8t10xs$, it "al things looking unto 
b:m, who enxaared ſuch contrddifion 
of finners, for the joy \and glory that 
Wiſer before him, Heb, 12. 3. 

And now to eonclude all Cin the 
Taft place ) (ter this'be;;the Upſhor 
of all;with holy Abralittn az Job, | 
t0 ſtand is our Tent Hoors Waits 
for the comming of Chri# | for tbe - 
#0Aſumation 'of the mariiage with 
7m for ever (this whole lifetinte 
being burour bezrohing- atid:per- 
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fuming time to nc us for him ) fo 
with {ob all che daies of our ap- 
pointed time Waittng untill our 


_ Change ſhall come ( which will 


nothuog hinder /Qpr /fighing and 
groanne atrer heaven, forthe ſame 
and; thar may ſtand .cogether ) ut 
every. ay tucreaſe the ſame the lou- 
ger maiting for his comming is fe 


dated, quiakiing qur appetite fpr tty 


And grumpg-i [omuch the mare tame 
40,tregſure up grace, that we may be 
veſpelsfitted,and;prepared to eagraſſe 
4,grqat dep! the more of his excelleat 
oloxy for ever. And let us;hereat- 
ter look upon heaven, as the fit” 
ſher of at! our ſerroms, cr0fſes, cares, 
turmoileng thaughts, Vexations , 
wauts 8nd the like mbatſoewer, where 
Sthalbe fulneſſe of joy, and ſortety of 
all, which deſires, thoughts , bopes, 
and expetaiipns, beyond all expreſ- 
ſion : learning. to ſpiritualize all 
things and occurrences unto heawven- 
Ly ends : admiring as is faid at rhe 
_, tg 
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Grace leadmg 
love of Chriſt , Who hath freely 
given and purchaſed unto us this in” 
herirance 3 knowing this, that all 
the ſweerneſle of this life 15 nothing 
bur bitterneſle, unlefle he ſeafon the 
Tame; and that the meditation of 
him 'in his excellencies and high 
perfe&tions, what he hath done for 
us here, arid ſhall do for us in end- 
lefſe Glory, is that which onely is 
able to ſweeten all the ſowre things 
of this life unto us, And now that 
we know and are convinced of 
theſe things, let us dv as God com- 
manded A&4rabam , when he gave 
him the promiſed Land, Gez.13.17, 
Ariſe, and walk through the length 
and breadth of this heavenly Canaan, 
egrven unto, f,om the one cend of 
Heaven to the other, To rvouzeup 
our ſpirizua! meditations by Faith, 
often walking from room to room, 
joy to joy, aſteniſhmenr to 3ſto- 
niſhment, Glory ro Glory, raiſing 
our Meditations dayly aloſt, to 
think 


"I ” 


"Unto Glory, 


think of it often, and to joy in the 
fame with mounted affections thi- 
ther. Bur what do I fay of raiſing 
our affeR1ons aid medirations - thi- 
ther. O rather 1x good earnest let us 
"reſolve Sainthike to dwell 11 heaven, 
where cur converſation ſhould chiefly 
be, Forſoitis ſaid of thoſe holy 
ones oppreſfled by Antichriſt (whom 
he made war againſt, ) Revel,1346. 
That they dwelt tz heaven, having 
much and: conſtant entercourſe of 
heavenly converſation and affecti- 
ons bent mounnng thither, which is, 
to dwel ty beaven,cuen whileſs we are 
corterſant upon earth, By which 
meditations though thereby we cati- 
nor yet take tull poſſeſſion of our 
heavenly inheritance, yet they will 
make 14 the better to tafie of the 
milk and hoxey of that promiſed laud; 


as Hers by taith did of the /and of 


Canaan, which God ſhewed him, 
yet he taſted of the {weetnefle and 
ſulneſſe thereof, and fed > 

To | with 


-- 


Prophet Davrd ſpeaks ſo confident- 
ly of, ?ſal.6 3. 4,7 will / magnt- 

fie thee al my life , aud lift, up my || 
hands wnto thy name :\my ſoul ſhell.be 
ſatefed as mithmarrow and fatue(ſe, 
<Ind\my mouth fhall praiſe thee with 
Joyful lips. [Bur when, fhall this be 
effected ; when, 1 remember thee wpor 
my bed, and when T think.upon thee 
#2 the neght watches. So thatoften | 
meditations of the promiſes of hea- Þ 
venly things,xurneth them as it-were 
-unte--24rrow 4rd fataeſſe, tobe ſub- 
-Kanrial and conatural with us, when 
.URtO Others: they are like unto dry 
-bones. .SO may ;,We inour journies 
through the -wilderneſle of this 
world, feed our ſelves fat, and fill 
Qur'bones -(.as it were) with this 
ſtrengthening 'marrow, ,attained by 
theſe heavenly meditations, .march- 
ing from ſirength-to ſtrength, faith 
rorÞpith, and glory to. glory uncitLat 
i —_ 
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length we come to be tranſformed 
into: the bleffed tmage of Chrift, ia _ 
holineſs and righieoufne(s this mor- 
tall kaving put 01-4mmortalizy, and 


] this corruption ihcorruptioh to be 


{wallowedup'of Ute; where ro In- 
joy tor ever with a ſtrong inlighe- 
ned 'infelkeQui atiderftanding + elfe- 
myftcry of the glorious Bearhoall 
viionyina'raviſhing and overcom- 
ing joy unſpeakable i11d p1srionus, 
Andi(which'its the fam of 2),which 


J bath'beeh,, or'cantbe'fuid ) ws its, 


Epbif. 3.9. To be filled with aH 
the fulnefſe of God, Which'ts-more 
tor ought 'We'krioW {then Saihtsatt 
Angek'are fully &@pable of, 
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To Eternities, Eternity, . 


Apt ap in wonders wonders Glories Maze, 
Where endleſs end the period tu of time 
Ay raviſh'd ſoul do riſe thou mount & clime 
Where million millions joys themſelves bewrays, | 
with Saints & Aagels 1x their glancing rays 
Neer beauties Throne,and that eternal light 
Where ne'r ſhalt come appear darkneſs or 
View if thow cant eternities laſt days, (night 
1j4 Let numbers riſe and muunt to higheſt pitch 
Wh ÞArd ſtretch beyond all auners ; O yet then 
if '\ This date outaates the firengih of any pen, 
W \ Mor can#t multiply its utmoſt reach, 
”'_ \ Sznce then xo pen can cipher out thus ſtgry 
if \ What can(uffice for to attain thus glory, 
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The Table. 
Ow to look on death, pag ,10, 
The Certainty'sf Heaven. prg.15. 
| Natare leading #5 to Goda, PAB. 17. 
F Our certain kyow ledge of this Building. 

1 Þ pag.19, 
TheV| wan zanto our knowledge, p.22. 
t | Trialsof dur « ſurace aud kvowledge. 
2Js 
How Fo brow t hat we know, that whey 
ledge be xot connterſeit, pag. 32, 
x The d4itinllion berwixt the witneſſe of onr 
ſpirit and the emmeadiate —_ of Goas 
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